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  Sunday 28 May 2017 After Ascension                  
  

 
 
Calendar:                           
Sun 28 May 10:00  After Ascension – Eucharist with children 
   16:00-17:30 Messy Church (Institute) 
Tue 30  14-16:00 Open Church for a visit, a prayer or a cuppa 
Wed 31  9:30  Eucharist 

19:30  Choir Practice 
Sat 3 June  12-14:00 Community Kitchen (Institute) 
Sun 4   10:00  Pentecost – Parish Eucharist  
    
Hymns: Processional: 191 Hail the day that sees him rise; Gradual: 432 
Rejoice! The Lord is King; Offertory: 309 Lord, enthroned in heavenly 
splendour; Communion: 39 As the deer pants; Recessional: 277 Jesus shall 
reign. 

Notices:  
• A word of thanks to all who have contributed – by collecting and/or donating 

money – to a successful CHRISTIAN AID week; we have collected £750! 
Special thanks to Mr Pond who organised it and did most of the legwork…  

• Details of this year’s Touchstone programme for African Caribbean 
communities about Type 2 DIABETES can be found on our website or on the 
poster in our porch. Please contact Touchstone if you are interested.  

• At the invitation of our Archbishops of Canterbury and York, churches and 
cathedrals, communities and families are setting apart time between 
Ascension Day and Pentecost (25 May-4 June) for concentrated prayer. St 
Martin’s has also joined this initiative called Thy Kingdom Come and has 
pledged to pray for the empowering presence of the Holy Spirit to equip us to 
proclaim, witness and serve.  

• Our children are raising funds for the SUNDAY CLUB. There will be sales of 
cakes after the service today and on the last Sundays of June and July. 

• The 2017 GARDEN PARTY will take place on Saturday 17 June starting at 
2:00 pm. This is one of our major fundraising events and a day of fellowship 
and fun. Please consider coming along. If you want to help, we need – as soon 
as possible, please! - cakes, bottles (not of water and soft drinks…), and 
willing hands to set up and possibly assist at the stands. 

• Also, on Saturday 17 June a GREAT GET TOGETHER event will take place 
at the Reginald Centre from 12 to 3:00 in memory of murdered MP Jo Cox. 

• We need volunteers for our COMMUNITY KITCHEN. Join a team and 
help once a month. Please see Emily Forbes. Empty plastic tubs and carrier 
bags, as well as monetary donations in the jar at the back of church are also 
welcome. 

• We also need one or two people that may form a FINANCIAL 
COMMITTEE with our Treasurer and Fr Nicholas to discuss strategies for 
necessary maintenance work to our beautiful church. 

• Find us on TWITTER (username above); visit our WEBSITE for photos, 
events and other information about our church, as well as a convenient 
“Donate” button for when you feel moved to help that way. 

• The flowers in church today are provided by Jennie Collins in memory of her 
parents. 
 
 



COLLECT: O God the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus 
Christ with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: we beseech you, leave 
us not comfortless, but send your Holy Spirit to strengthen us and exalt us to 
the place where our Saviour Christ is gone before, who is alive and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 
 
FIRST READING: Acts 1:6-14 When the Apostles had come together, they 
asked Jesus, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to 
Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the 
Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as 
they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their 
sight. While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly 
two men in white robes stood by them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you 
stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you 
into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” Then 
they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near 
Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. When they had entered the city, 
they went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and 
James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James 
son of Alpheus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these were 
constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, 
including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 
 
GOSPEL: John 17:1-11 After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to 
heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son 
may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all people, to give 
eternal life to all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they 
may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I 
glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. So now, 
Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your 
presence before the world existed. I have made your name known to those 
whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to 
me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you have 
given me is from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, 
and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they 
have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking 
on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they 
are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in 
them. And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I 
am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have 
given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. 
 
 
POST COMMUNION: Eternal God, giver of love and power, your 
Son Jesus Christ has sent us into all the world to preach the gospel 
of his kingdom: confirm us in this mission, and help us to live the 
good news we proclaim; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
 


