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Reach Out
St Martin’s Church aims to praise God, to share the good news,
to be a welcoming loving church serving all.
Praise, Share, Welcome, Love, Serve.
There is a place for you at St Martin’s

Editor’s Comment:
Happy New Year to you all! We hope 2018 will be kind to you in
health and happiness.
Why not make a New Year’s Resolution to join something new (for
example the choir or the community kitchen team of volunteers)?
Our church has many roles which need volunteers to keep them
going. Take a look at what goes on in the church and see if there is
anything you could offer to help out with – we would very much
appreciate extra hands!
From January 2018 we have increased the cost of our magazine
(only slightly) to £1 per issue (£12 annual subscription). This is to
cover printing costs and we hope that you will agree that it is still
well worth the money.
Have a wonderful 2018.
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Calendar

Weds 3rd

9.30 am
10.30 am
7.30 pm

Eucharist
Home Communions
Choir Practice

Fri 5th

4.30 pm

Youth Group

Sat 6

12 noon

Community Kitchen in the Institute until
2.00 pm

Sun 7th

Epiphany

th

10.00 am

Parish Eucharist

Weds 10

9.30 am
10.30 am
2.00 pm
7.30 pm

Eucharist
Home Communions
Mothers’ Union meeting (Institute)
Choir Practice

Fri 12th

4.30 pm

Youth Group

Sat 13

12 noon

Community Kitchen in the Institute until
2.00 pm

Sun 14th

The Second Sunday of Epiphany

th

th

Tues 16

th

Weds 17th
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10.00 am

Parish Eucharist

7.00 pm

Magazine meeting at the Vicarage

9.30 am
7.30 pm

Morning Prayer
Choir Practice

Fri 19th

4.30 pm

Youth Group

Sat 20

12 noon

Community Kitchen in the Institute until
2.00 pm

Sun 21st

The Third Sunday of Epiphany

th

10.00 am

Parish Eucharist

3.00 pm

Institute meeting

Weds 24

9.30 am
7.30 pm

Eucharist
Choir Practice

Fri 26th

4.30 pm

Youth Group

Sat 27th

12 noon

Community Kitchen in the Institute until
2.00 pm

Sun 28th

The Fourth Sunday of Epiphany

nd

Mon 22

th

Weds 31

st

10.00 am

Parish Eucharist with children

9.30 am
7.30 pm

Eucharist
Choir Practice

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH:
“Christianity is founded on a man who didn’t live very long, didn’t
kill anybody, didn’t invent anything, didn’t publish a book or record
any music, didn’t settle scores or lead nations, didn’t break records
or win prizes, didn’t have many friends left when he died, or any
followers on social media, but for me and millions of others he made
a difference. He made a difference by losing his life, not gaining it.
He made a difference by recognising there was something bigger
than him, which put his personal security in the shade. He made a
difference through forgiving others and pointing the way to
everlasting life

Rev Dr Sam Wells: “Making a Difference” on Thought for the Day , BBC
Radio 4 on 3rd October 2017
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Pastoral Letter
A NEW BEGINNING

Dear Friends,
When juggling all the elements that make up our complicated, busy
lives, it is easy - at least for me - to lose sight of what is behind the
things floating in front of our eyes all the time, that take all our
attention and all our energy. I think it would be extremely helpful to
be able to streamline everything every once in a while, going back
to a simplicity that we seem to have lost and that we often miss
dreadfully - at least I have and I do - and being able to see things
from the outside, and the larger picture beyond them.
Thankfully, some time life itself comes to our aid, and offers us the
chance to do just that. A fresh start, a new beginning, a new job, a
new interest, a new year can all be such an opportunity.
However, even when we face a new beginning “our scars are a
reminder that the past was real”, as Anthony Hopkins said in the
2002 film Red Dragon. Something that in the Christian message is
inseparable from the figure of the Risen Christ: when Jesus
appeared to His disciples He showed them the signs of the nails in
His hands and feet. He is risen to new life, but the signs of the
struggle are there still.
As the year 2018 begins, we will be facing new beginnings but also
new challenges. We stand here, metaphorically at the gateway
between the old and the new and we bring in the blessings that God
has bestowed upon us over the years past, but also I dare say because we are all made of flesh and blood - we bring our own
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scars. May they also be for us a reason to rejoice, and to hope in
God, our strength and our salvation.
I would like to end this reflection with two lines of a prayer, taken
from a popular hymn – my favourite - by Charles Wesley, words
that I would like to invite all of us to make our own as we move
ahead into the new year:
“Still, let me guard the holy fire,
and still, stir up Thy gift in me.”
Yours in Christ,
Fr Nicholas

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

“O thou who camest from above”
1. O thou who camest from above,
the fire celestial to impart,
kindle a flame of sacred love
on the mean altar of my heart
2. There let it for thy glory burn
with inextinguishable blaze,
and trembling to its source return
in humble prayer and fervent praise
3. Jesus, confirm my heart’s desire
to work and speak and think for thee;
still let me guard the holy fire
and still stir up the gift in me.
4. Ready for all thy perfect will,
my acts of faith and love repeat,
till death thy endless mercies seal,
and make the sacrifice complete.
(Charles Wesley 1707-1788) based on Leviticus 6:13
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News
Doreen’s Farewell
On 19th November, we said
au revoir to our dear friend,
Doreen Balmforth, who is
going away to live with her
son. Doreen has worshipped
at St Martin’s for decades
and she has been a stalwart
in every possible way. As
Sue Bain put it, ‘Whatever
needed doing, she did it.’
Doreen has been a member
of the PCC and the Pastoral
Team, she has organized
rotas, co-ordinated the
Access Bus, and done the
cleaning. She has made hundreds of cakes and regularly ran the
cake stall at our Bazaar and Garden Party. She has been a faithful
regularly member of the Mothers’ Union and regularly led their
prayers at Ripon Cathedral.
Not least, Doreen has been a great example to us as a lady of faith:
she has attended Church regularly (she was one of our Wednesday
congregation as well as our Sunday congregation), supported all our
extra services and our Lent and Advent groups; she has assisted
with the chalice and she led intercessions regularly.
Doreen will, of course, be greatly missed for her wonderful jams and
marmalades: she made hundreds of these and I know that they
were enjoyed not only by congregation members but by friends and
family across the country! And not least, Doreen is a wonderful
friend to so many people: there are countless people who will have
known her kindness from her visits and her cards. Doreen is an
example of a true Christian lady. We will miss her hugely and we
hope she will be able to come and see us from time to time. But just
to help her remember us, we presented her with a canvas
photograph of St Martin’s and an album of memories and loving
tributes from the whole congregation.
God bless you, Doreen!
(Revd Jane)

8

News
Christingle
On Sunday 3rd December
(Advent Sunday) we held our
annual Christingle service
during the morning Eucharist.
Did you know that the idea of
the Christingle actually began in
Germany in 1747? Bishop
Johannes de Watteville gave
children candles wrapped in red ribbon to explain the happiness that
came to people through Jesus.
In 1968 John Pensom of the Children’s Society adapted the concept
of the Christingle and introduced it into the Church of England. Each
part of the Christingle has symbolic meaning:






The orange represents the world
The red ribbon / tape represents the love and
blood of Christ
The 4 sticks represent the four seasons of the
year
The sweets and dried fruit represent God’s
creation
The lit candle represents Jesus’s light in the
world – bringing hope in darkness.

Revd Jane enlisted the help of the children present to guess what
was in boxes, build Christingles and hand them out to the
congregation. We all stood around the outer aisles of the church,
forming a big circle, and lit our Christingles. The Church lights were
turned off and so by the candle light of our Christingles we prayed
and sang the Christingle song (to the tune of “Sing Hosanna”).
The Children’s Society collection boxes, which had been brought in
by members of our congregation, were carried up to the front of
church and blessed. Revd Jane reminded us about the work of the
Children’s Society in looking after vulnerable children and their
families.
Thanks go to those people who made up the Christingles ready for
the service and for all who contributed so generously to the
Children’s Society.
(H Sanders)
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News
Advent Service for the Homebound
We held a special service during Advent on a Monday afternoon
especially for those members of our church family who can’t
manage to get to church on Sunday mornings. It was a lovely
occasion and it was delightful to see people who had been such
faithful members in the past back in church after a while. Revd Jane
celebrated the Eucharist and Fr Nicholas preached a short homily
about taking time out to reflect this Advent time. We plan to make
this a regular event: the next one will be in the run-up to Easter.

Tots Christmas Service
This year’s Tots Service was
a very lively occasion, as we
had 40 little children in
church. Parties of children
and their carers came over
from Noah’s Ark, Chapeltown
Nursery, and Bracken Edge
Nursery and Reception, and
one of our toddlers from St
Martin’s came along too.
Jane led the service as
usual, and the tots learned
how Christmas is Jesus’s
birthday, and how he loves
us so much that we get
presents on his birthday too.
We looked at the crib figures and heard the story of Christmas,
singing ‘O Little Town of Bethlehem’ and ‘Away in a Manger’. We
sang ‘Twinkle, twinkle little star’ as we followed the Wise Men to the
Manger. Then we used balloons for our prayers and had a birthday
cake with lots of candles to sing Happy Birthday to Jesus. After the
short service, we all enjoyed refreshments served by the Mothers’
Union.
This was a lovely occasion again, and we look forward to welcoming
the Tots back for Easter on March 28th.
(Revd Jane)
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News
Archdeacon’s Visit
Canon Paul Ayers, Archdeacon of Leeds, presided and preached at
the Parish Eucharist on Sunday 10 December. On a rather cold day,
Archdeacon Paul and his down-to-earth, humorous and inspiring
address were warmly received by the congregation. We all hope he
may come again in the not-so-distant future. Thank you, Paul!
(Fr Nicholas)

Youth Group confirmations
Three (maybe four) members of the Youth group have been
preparing to receive Baptism and/or Confirmation by Bishop Paul on
Sunday 1st July during the 10:00 am service. They will be joined by
other candidates from St Matthew's Chapel Allerton and at least
another adult candidate from our congregation at St Martin's. Let us
all keep them in our prayers.
(Fr Nicholas)
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News
Mothers’ Union Christmas Party
The annual Christmas party
was held on Wednesday
13th December 2017. The
weather outside was cold,
windy and wet but in the
institute hall, it felt warm
and inviting as we
welcomed Mothers’ Union
members from two local
churches, St John’s and St
Cyprian’s. Father Nicholas opened the party with a welcome and a
prayer.
It was good to meet up with friends from other local Mothers’ Union
branches and to catch up on our news. As usual, we enjoyed a good
spread of food including seasonal fare such as mince pies. The raffle
was well supported and several of us won the colourful Christmas
poinsettia plants which graced the tables.
We did not
forget
members who
for various
reasons were
unable to
attend and
wish them all
a very happy
Christmas and
New Year.
Our thanks go to Doris and Maddy and all who helped with the
shopping, setting up and clearing up after the event.

100 Club (drawn in church on 3
November winners:
1st prize: £60: Maddy Hunter
2nd prize: £20: Franklin Pond
3rd prize: £10: Veronica Boone
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(Jennie Collins)
rd

Sunday of the month)

For a chance to win these monthly
prizes you just need to pay an
annual fee of £60 to join the 100
Club- see Maddy or Carrie.

News
St Martin’s PCC Summary
On Tuesday 5th December the PCC met and these are some of its
deliberations:
 Parish finances: thanks mainly to the continuous generous
contributions of members of the congregation we have now
been able to pay the whole of our Diocesan Parish Share.
 New data protection legislation will be introduced in Britain in
May 2018. We are ahead of the game and our PCC has
already voted on a data protection policy for our parish
church that will soon be on display. We will need the
assistance of the whole congregation in ticking a couple of
boxes on forms that we will soon distribute to everyone
allowing the church – or not allowing the church – to
maintain some record of its membership.
 The parish calendar of events for the whole of 2018 has been
agreed and will soon be on display.
 Reverend Jane is pumping new oxygen into our Pastoral
Team with renewed energy and enthusiasm on the part of its
members as they will continue to keep an eye on all of us,
especially the most vulnerable among us.
 We will have Bishop Paul coming to us on Sunday 1st July to
administer baptism and Confirmation to members of our
congregation currently preparing for it. We currently have
four candidates. Candidates from St Matthew’s will also be
joining us, and if you know of anybody else who might be
interested please let Revd Jane or me know ASAP.



The Community Kitchen is still in need of a driver for
fortnightly collections of food. Also, Fairshare, our main
contributor of food, has seen its funding cut and is now
asking us to pay for our share of goods. We are asking every
member of the congregation to offer 50 p. every month
towards meeting this unexpected expense.
The next meeting of the PCC will take place in the New Year.
(Fr Nicholas)

Just to remind you that we publish our magazine online halfway through the
month so if there are any photos that you would like to take a closer look at
in colour you can find them at:
http://www.stmartinleeds.org.uk/magazine-issues/
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News from All Souls
“I got up early one morning
And rushed into the day,
I had so much to accomplish
I did not have time to pray.
Problems tumbled about me
And heavier came the task;
I wonder why God does not help me
He answered 'you did not ask'.
I wanted to see joy and beauty,
But the day toiled dark and bleak;
I wondered why God did not show me
He said 'but you did not seek'.
I tried to come into God's presence
I used all the keys in my lock,
God gently and lovingly chided
'My child you forgot to knock'.
I woke up early this morning,
And paused before entering the day;
I had so much to accomplish
That I had to take time to pray.”
This is the time of the year that many of us make those New Year
resolutions – some which are kept faithfully through the year, but
many are soon forgotten or become such a burden that we soon
discard them.
This poem is one which possibly can help us to focus on that
important aspect of our Christian life, that is to pray. The poet is
clearly realizing that they have to make an effort to communicate,
through prayer, to God; it will not just happen.
As Paul Stapleton said in last month's All Souls news, there is no
'easy' or 'quick' fix to prayer – it does need a regular and disciplined
approach.
The good thing though is that it our decision how we pray, when we
pray and where we pray, but as the poet points out, making those
decisions, gives us an opportunity to make that exciting link with
God.
Is attention to our personal prayer a New Years resolution we can
make for 2018?
Ann Nicholl – Reader at All Souls
A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR FRIENDS AT ST MARTIN'S
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Articles
UN UNDER FIRE OVER CHRISTIAN PERSECUTION
An article by Bernadette Kehoe from The Tablet: The International
Catholic News Weekly, 14 October 2017, p.28. Reproduced with
permission of the Publisher. Website address:
http://www.thetablet.co.uk
THE PERSECUTION of Christians is worse than at any time in
history, but it is being largely ignored by the United Nations and the
international community, according to a new report from the
Catholic charity, Aid to the Church in Need (ACN).
The report, Persecuted and Forgotten? states that antiChristian persecution reached a high-water mark in 2015-17 with an
increase in the number of attacks by Islamic State, Boko Haram and
other Islamist extremist groups.
It also warned that China’s 127 million-strong Christian
population have suffered increased persecution over attempts to
bring Christianity in line with Communist ideals.
ACN said that in Iraq more than half of the country’s
Christian population became internal refugees and Syria’s second
city of Aleppo, which until 2011 was home to its largest Christian
community, saw numbers drop from 150,000 to barely 35,000 by
the spring of 2017 – a fall of more than 75 per cent.
“In terms of the number of people involved, the gravity of
the crimes committed and their impact, it is clear that the
persecution of Christians is today worse than at any time in history,”
said report editor John Pontifex.
Speaking to The Tablet, he attacked what he called a
“politically correct agenda” which appeared to prevent the
desperately necessary focus that the Christian community required:
“The UN and Western governments send strong messages of
support – but that’s not matched by action.” He said the crisis was
not something the UN seemed to recognise. “To date, the response
of the UN has been too little too late. For example, Iraqi Christians
from Mosul and Nineveh who ended up in Erbil were just given
tarpaulins; people need homes, medicines and pastoral support.”
“If Christian organisations and other institutions had not
filled the gap, the Christian presence could already have
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disappeared in Iraq and other parts of the Middle East,” the report
added.
Mr Pontifex again highlighted the fact that national
governments and international organisations have recognised that a
genocide has taken place. Yet, he stressed, local church leaders in
the Middle East have repeatedly said that they feel forgotten by the
international community. A number of bishops in the region have
accused the UN of overlooking the needs of displaced Christians,
despite pledging to deliver aid “neutrally and impartially”.
The report, which was to be launched in the House of Lords … found
that many other faith communities have suffered under extremist
and authoritarian regimes. It also identified growing problems in
certain majority Islamic countries and authoritarian states such as
Eritrea and North Korea.

Community Kitchen update
Can you help our Community Kitchen by driving for our fortnightly
collection of food? Or could you make a monetary donation to help
pay for our share of goods from Fairshare, who has unfortunately
seen its funding cut? 50 p a month or £6 per year would really help
us out. Please speak to Emily Forbes or Fr Nicholas if you can help
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Regulars
Mothers’ Union
Stepping Out in Mary Sumner’s Footsteps.
Mary Sumner had courage and confidence in God’s love. She passed
that onto many women from all walks of life and encouraged them
to follow Christ and to care for their families. Up to the present day,
Mothers’ Union members do just that.
Jean Thurman, our Diocesan President, noted that this year has
been a busy year for Leeds Diocese Mothers’ Union. For example,
“Away from It All” holidays enabled 88 adults and 82 children to
have a week’s holiday in the two Mothers’ Union caravans at
Primrose Valley, Filey. One of the caravans is being updated for next
season (2018). Next year, Jean asks that we raise funds for the
refurbishment of the other caravan. One fund raising suggestion is
to host a “Holiday Memories” afternoon tea for our parish.
Diocese members also compiled and produced a recipe book called
“Food on A Budget – Hints, Tips and Recipes for Tasty, Low Cost
Meals”. Already 1000 copies have gone out to food banks
throughout the diocese. Recipes include winter warming soups,
macaroni cheese and five minute bread and butter pudding. The
book also includes essential cookery tips and money saving ideas for
those who are not used to cooking for themselves.
At this time of the year at Christmas, many elderly people feel
lonely and isolated as they may not have family nearby, good
neighbours or close friends. Those of us with hearts open to God’s
compassion can help. Jesus said “I tell you the truth. Whatever you
did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did it for me”.
The Mothers’ Union theme for 2018 is “Stepping Out in Mary
Sumner’s Footsteps”. Jean pointed out that we would have a
diocesan day on 19th March 2018 to share and plan for Stepping Out
in Mary Sumner’s Footsteps.
(Article provided by Jennie Collins)

Mary Sumner Prayer
All this day, Oh Lord,
Let me touch as many lives as possible for thee,
And every life I touch,
Do thou thy spirit quicken,
Whether through the word I speak, the prayer I breathe or the life I
live.
Amen.
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Children’s Section
These letter tiles need to be juggled around until they read out the
first verse of a well-known epiphany carol:
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We all know that gold
is a shiny, precious
metal but did you
know that
Frankincense and
myrrh are aromatic
resins? They were
used for personal use
(as a perfume);
religious use (in burial
rituals or ceremonies);
and medicinal use
(treatment of wounds
and other ailments).
Colour the gifts the
Wise Men brought for
Jesus.
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JPC

ROOFING
07731 616123
0113 210 9518
jpcroofing@gmail.com
All roofing work undertaken, full re-roofs, repairs,
lead work, pitched roofs, flat roofs, fascia and soffits,
guttering.
Fully insured / Free quotations

CityFlex Footcare Specialist
MOBILE CLINIC
Tel: 07715 660349
Quality foot care in the comfort of your own home
- just sit back and relax!

Senior Citizen Discount
25% First treatment discount for everyone
Nail trim, Corn removal, Verrucas, Callus reduction, Ingrowing toenails,
Athletes foot, Fungal nail.
Lou Matthewman BSc (Hons) S.A.C Dip. Registered Foot Health Practitioner
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Church Notice Board

Weds 10th Jan: 2.00pm – Mothers’ Union
meeting (Institute)
Tues 16th Jan: 7.00pm – Magazine meeting
at the Vicarage
Mon 22nd Jan: 3.00pm – Institute meeting
Wednesdays at 7.30 pm – Choir Practice
Fridays 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th Jan at
4.30 pm – Youth Group

22

Rotas
Readings
January 7th

Isaiah 60:1-6
Ephesians 3:1-12
Matthew 2:1-12
1 Samuel 3:1-20
Revelation 5:1-10
John 1:43- end
Genesis 14:17-20
Revelation 19:6-10
John 2:1-11
Deuteronomy 18:15-20
Mark 1:21-28

January 14th
January 21st
January 28th

M Lazenby
A Hylton
Priest
M Idle
C Rowsell
Priest
E Allen
M David
Priest
S Findley James
Priest

Sidespeople
th

January 7
14th
21st
28th

Y Archibald; I Maynard; M David; V Richards
E Glasgow; M Hunter; J France; H Baxter
L Williams; L Carty; N Mayne
L Thompson; E Mills; E Shannon; J Collins

Refreshments
January 7th
14th
21st
28th

J Collins; P Adams
H Baxter; M Hunter
L Thompson; E Mills
M Hunter

Sunday Club
th

January 7
14th
21st
28th

Caroline / Myrla
Georgette / Apostol
Caroline / Myrla
Children in Church
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Transport
Would you like to come to Church services but
cannot get here by yourself? Please let us know and
we will try to come up with a way of getting you here
to worship with us.

Community Kitchen
“For I was hungry and you gave me
something to eat, I was thirsty and you
gave me something to drink, I was a
stranger and you invited me in”
(Matthew 25:35)

Started in July 2014, The
Community Kitchen is open on
Saturdays from 12.00 to 2.00pm. A
free three course meal of soup, a
main course and dessert is normally
provided. Tea, coffee and fruit
juices are also served.

St Martin’s Institute
St Martin’s View, LS7 3LA
St Martin’s Institute is a very large
venue offering facilities for private
functions, meetings or groups for
the local community at very
reasonable rates.
For further information please call
0113 262 9987

Advertise in St Martin’s magazine:
¼ page - £50 p.a.
½ page - £90
Full page - £150
Email: advertise@stmartinleeds.org.uk

Donate to St Martin’s Church & projects
Via the Donate button on our homepage: www.stmartinleeds.org.uk
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