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St Martin’s Church Directory 
 

Priest in Charge 
Revd Dr Nicholas lo Polito:  

St Martin’s Vicarage, St Martin’s View, LS7 3LB           0113 2624271 
nicholas.lopolito@stmartinleeds.org.uk 

 

Associate Priest 
Revd Dr Jane de Gay:               0113 2582673 
revjane@stmartinleeds.org.uk 

 

Churchwardens 
Franklin Pond               0113 2195099 

Norma Sampson              0113 2629987 
churchwardens@stmartinleeds.org.uk 
 

Treasurer 
Carrie Rowsell               0113 2696583 
 

Secretary 
Susan Bain               0113 2686548 
 

Organist & Choirmaster 

Matthew Lazenby              07854 079418 
 

Mothers’ Union – Doris Herbert            07958 623906 
 

Sunday Club Co-ordinator – Caroline James           07957 378185 

sundayclub@stmartinleeds.org.uk 
 

Community Kitchen Co-ordinator 

Emily Forbes               07940 498209 
 

St Martin’s Institute Booking Secretary 
May                07526 072381 
 

Church Flowers – requests & donations 
Jennie Collins               0113 2946018 
 

Guides:  Laura              07983 469347 
Brownies: Alison              07773 899557 
  Lucie              07708 608395 
  Rebecca             07580 713858 
 

Magazine Editor: - H Sanders        magazine@stmartinleeds.org.uk 
 

Website Editor – Jeff Browne             editor@stmartinleeds.org.uk 
 

To arrange Baptisms, Banns of Marriage, Weddings, Funerals, 

Confession or for other matters please contact Fr. Nicholas. 
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Reach Out 

 

St Martin’s Church aims to praise God, to share the good news, 
to be a welcoming loving church serving all. 

  Praise, Share, Welcome, Love, Serve. 
There is a place for you at St Martin’s 

 

Editor’s Comment: 
 

Please do come along and support our local artists exhibiting their 

work in St Martin’s over the next few months. For more details see 

the poster on page 12. 

 

Also, please put the Garden Party into your diaries – Saturday 16th 

June. We need offers of help on the day so please consider whether 

you could give some time and energy to help make this event 

successful. 

 

Thank you. 
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               Calendar 
 

                   
 

           May 

 

 

Tues 1st  7.00 pm First meeting of the new PCC 
 

Weds 2nd      9.30 am Eucharist 

  10.30 am Home Communions 

  7.30 pm Choir Practice 

  7.30 pm Licensing of Revd Angela Lewis at  

    Bardsey 
 

Fri 4th  4.30 pm Youth Group 
 

Sat 5th    12 noon Community Kitchen in the Institute until  

    2.00 pm 
 

Sun 6th    The Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

  10.00 am Parish Eucharist 

  3.30 pm Outreach 
 

Weds 9th     9.30 am Eucharist 

2.00 pm Mothers’ Union meeting 

7.30 pm Choir Practice 
 

Thurs 10th  6.30 pm Baptism preparation in church 
 

Fri 11th    4.30 pm Youth Group 
 

Sat 12th    12 noon Community Kitchen in the Institute until  

    2.00 pm 
 

Sun 13th      Sunday after Ascension Day 
 

10.00 am Parish Eucharist  

12 noon Holy Baptism 

3.30 pm Outreach 
 

Weds 16th    9.30 am Eucharist 

  7.30 pm Choir Practice 
 

Thurs 17th   7.30 pm Churches Together Prayer meeting at 

     St Martin’s 
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Fri 18th     4.30 pm Youth Group 
   

Sat 19th      12 noon Community Kitchen in the Institute until  

    2.00 pm 
 

Sun 20th    Pentecost 
 

  10.00 am Parish Eucharist 

  3.30 pm Outreach 
 

Tues 22nd   7.00 pm Standing Committee at the Vicarage 
 

Weds 23rd    9.30 am Eucharist 

  7.30 pm Choir Practice 
 

Fri 25th  4.30 pm  Youth Group 
 

Sat 26th   12 noon Community Kitchen in the Institute until  

    2.00 pm 

  4.00 pm Opening in church of Paul Digby’s  

    sketches exhibition “Portraits of  

    Emotions” 
 

Sat 27th  Trinity Sunday 
 

  10.00 am Parish Eucharist + children 

  3.30 pm Outreach 
 

Weds 30th  9.30 am Eucharist 

  7.30 pm Choir Practice 
 

 

IMPORTANT: ADVANCE date for your diary: 
 

Sat 16th June: 2-4pm – St Martin’s Church GARDEN PARTY 
 

We need volunteers to help on the day; donations of bottles of drink 

for the bottle stall (please bring them into church as soon as 

possible); donations of buns / cakes and scones nearer the day. See 

Sue Bain or Fr Nicholas to offer help. Thank you in anticipation. 
 

100 Club (drawn in church on 3rd Sunday of the month) 
 

March winners: 
 

1st prize: £60: Morice Rey 

2nd prize: £20: Georgette Rawlins 

3rd prize: £10: Jennie Collins 

For a chance to win these 

monthly prizes you just need to 

pay an annual fee of £60 to join 

the 100 Club- see Maddy or 

Carrie. 
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Pastoral Letter 
 

Dear Friends, 

 

Is it only me or at times when we talk 

about Resurrection, Ascension, descent of 

the Spirit at Pentecost, it all sounds almost 

like a fairy tale, and one may be tempted 

to doubt? 
 

In the Gospel of Matthew (28:17) we read 

that when the apostles met the Risen Lord 

in Galilee, some hesitated, doubted. The 

context is not very clear. Probably Matthew 

who in his Gospel did not include some of 

the post-resurrection stories in which the 

apostles doubted - remember for instance 

the episode of Thomas in the Gospel of  
 

John - is here just summarising the uncertainties and doubts 

described by the other evangelists in their account of the events 

following Jesus' Resurrection. Whatever the reason, the fact remains 

that they did doubt, as indeed most of us do at times.  
 

In fact, how can we believe these stories? Did it really happen as it 

is written in the Gospels? What proofs do we have of Jesus' divinity, 

of His rising from the dead, of His ascension into Heaven? Well, the 

simple answer is: none, we don't have proofs nor do we need proofs 

to believe. Faith is not about proofs.  
 

Giuseppe Mazzini, a major political figure of the Italian 

Risorgimento, wrote, “God exists even if we can't prove it, nor do 

we want to prove it. Because trying to prove it would be blasphemy, 

and to deny it would be folly... God exists because we exist. If one 

denies the existence of God in the presence of a martyr, or under 

the beautiful sky of the night with its bright stars, or before the 

tomb of one's mother, that person is probably greatly unhappy or 

greatly guilty.” 
 

It is true that people on certain special occasions do have - at times 

for the shortest, fleeting moment - a glimpse, a feeling, that God is 

there as in the examples described by Mazzini. Some have even 

powerful mystical experiences, maybe once in their lifetime. When 

our faith falters, when doubts assail us, recalling those moments of 

momentary certainty surely helps. 
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However, the fact remains that in the contradictions of our daily 

existence believing is far from easy and God feels far away, or 

hidden or just a figment of the collective imagination of some Bible 

bashers. Then we can just pray with the words of Psalm 10, “Why 

Lord do You keep so distant, stay hidden in times of trouble?” (v.1) 

If you ever feel this way, this season is just for you. 
 

Because at this time of the year when we celebrate Ascension and 

Pentecost we celebrate an absence: Christ is gone. The One Who 

alone seemed to have the answer to all our confused perplexities; 

the One Who alone seemed to possess the authority to speak in 

truth and unmask the lies of the powerful; the One Who alone 

seemed to have the power to heal any infirmity, multiply bread, 

defeat death itself, is gone. Or rather, His presence is now hidden 

under the guise of the One we call Holy Spirit. In fact, the Spirit is 

the hidden presence of the Risen Christ in us and in the world. 

Therefore, because He is hidden, our confusions remain, and the 

liars continue to win the day, suffering stays with us, entire nations 

still go hungry, death still prevails. But in the Spirit we wait and 

hope, and our hope is not in vain; it is a joyous hope, because we 

have had a glimpse of how things could be, or how they should be, 

or they will be as we prepare the world for His return. 

Yours in the Risen Christ, 
 

Fr Nicholas 

   
 

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH 
 

Where we did not hear the music, the 

dancing that we saw there would 

appear insane. 
 

Madame Germaine de Staël,  

“De l'Allemagne”(1813)  
 

Just to remind you that we publish our magazine online halfway through the 

month so if there are any photos that you would like to take a closer look at 

in colour you can find them at: 
http://www.stmartinleeds.org.uk/magazine-issues/ 
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News 
 

Holy Week and Easter Sunday 
 

St Martin’s church hosted a reflective Holy Week and joyful Easter 

celebrations. It started with the Palm Sunday procession during our 

morning parish Eucharist on March 25th. The weather was kind to 

enable us to parade outside singing “All glory, laud and honour”. 

 

On Palm Sunday afternoon we held 

a Taizé service with beautiful music 

(piano, violin and flute) and singing. 

On the Monday of Holy Week we 

hosted an Evensong, ably led by a 

group of singers who usually sing 

with Horsforth Choral Society. 

Tuesday was Evening Prayer and 

Wednesday saw the youngsters in 

church for the Tots Easter service. 

On Thursday we held a Maundy  

Thursday Eucharist and Watch. Some willing volunteers had their 

feet washed by Fr Nicholas and Rev Jane whilst the choir led the 

beautiful refrain of “Ubi caritas”. At the end of the service the altar 

was stripped bare ready for the solemnity of Good Friday. 

On Good Friday morning the children constructed 

the Easter Garden in church – with wooden 

crosses and the tomb sealed. During the afternoon 

the Stations of the Cross were observed before 

the Good Friday liturgy and veneration of the 

cross – a somber and moving service.  Then on 

Easter Sunday at 5:30 am a small number met to 

celebrate a dawn Eucharist, where the Paschal 

candle was lit and brought into church – a most 

uplifting moment. 

Our Easter celebrations culminated in our 10am   

Easter Sunday Eucharist with a congregation of over 130. We 

welcomed the Lord Mayor, Jane Dowson, who read the second 

reading (Acts 10:34-43). The choir and congregation were in full 

voice singing Easter hymns including “Christ, the Lord is risen 

today” and “Thine be the glory”. Easter Sunday was a special time 

for our children as reflected by Caroline, our Sunday Club leader: 

“Easter Sunday’s service was very special, the church was 

resplendent in floral displays and the Easter garden the children 

made on Good Friday was beautiful, with all the daffodils blooming  
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in time for the service. In 

Sunday Club the children 

were able to tell us about the 

Easter story, their knowledge 

was very good. They made 

Easter cards and wrote what 

they would like to say about 

Easter on the inside so they 

could read it out in church.   
In church they gave their 

presentation and sung ‘This 

little light of mine’. They also 

handed an Easter card and 

egg to the Lord Mayor 

Councillor Dowson. Rev. Jane 

asked the children what was 

different about the Easter 

Garden on Easter Sunday.  
Lots of hands shot up as the children guessed the difference. After 

the Sunday Club presentation the Lord Mayor, Councillor Dowson, 

surprised the children by presenting Easter eggs to the runners up 

and winner of the Easter picture competition – the children were 

thrilled. A really lovely start to Easter Sunday”   
                        (Caroline James) 
 

 

Easter Flowers 
 

 

 

The Flower Team would like to say a huge 

thank you to everyone who contributed 

towards the flowers in church at Easter. The 

Lord Mayor of Leeds, Jane Dowson, joined 

us at the Parish Eucharist on Easter Sunday 

and commented on the beautiful floral 

displays in church. The cheerful yellow of 

the flowers seemed like a touch of sunshine 

after the grey, cold days of previous weeks 

and the yellow colour of the daffodils and 

spring flowers is reminiscent of Easter. 

Flower team members Patsy and Jennie arranged the flowers at the 

front and at the entrance to the church. Both arrangements were 

mainly yellow and used lilies, spray carnations, chrysanthemums 

and roses. Ruscus, conifer and palm foliage provided a cool, green 

background. Not to be outdone, yellow daffodils were in full bloom  
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in the Children’s Easter Garden at the front of the church. Trails of 

ivy highlighted the tomb where Jesus was laid to rest after the 

crucifixion. The children enjoyed the small birds and rabbits which 

had found a home in the garden! Lucy, another team member, did 

the arrangement in the Lady Chapel. The colours used were pale  

pink and white and the flowers were 

roses, carnations and gypsophila. This 

display provided a calm contrast to the 

exuberant bright yellow of the flowers 

on the window ledges and at the front 

and back of the church. 

In the porch, the arrangement used   
yellow daffodils and yellow and 

orange tulips. Touches of pink and 

green were provided by heather and 

hellebores. Pussy willow, catkins, ivy 

and moss gave the display a natural, 

outdoor feel while Easter chicks, an 

Easter bonnet and an Easter ‘egg’ 

candle continued the Easter theme.    

Wedding congratulations 
 

Congratulations to two of 

our congregation, Paul 

Edmeade and Laura 

Rhodes who were married 

in St Martin’s Church on 

Saturday 24th March. 

The weather just about 

stayed dry, and more 

importantly it did not 

snow! 

The beautiful and moving 

wedding ceremony 

included the hymns   
“Living Lord” and “What a friend we have in Jesus”. Readings were 

taken from Colossians 3:12-17 and 1 John 4:16. Family members 

also read the Apache wedding blessing and led the prayers. 

We wish Laura and Paul much happiness in the married life 

together. God bless. 
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News 
 

PCC digests 
 

On Tuesday 6th March the PCC met and here is some information 

about its deliberations. 
 

 Parish finances: thanks to your continuous generous 

contribution we are on schedule with our monthly payments into 

the Diocesan Common Fund.  

 Our newly appointed architect has carried out a quinquennial 

inspection on the state of the fabric of the church. In light of the 

report a number of urgent works of repair may be carried out in 

the near future if we manage to obtain the necessary funds. Revd 

Colin Henderson is in the process of applying to a number of grant 

making bodies. We have applied to the Diocese for a faculty to 

authorise such works. More details will be made available when we 

are certain that works will be carried out. 

 Ms Janet Colbourne is applying to other grant making bodies 

for funds that would allow us to proceed with new flooring in the 

Institute’s upstairs hall, and a new kitchen. In the meantime we 

have decided that no more late evening parties will be held 

upstairs to preserve the wooden floor and to avoid issues with our 

neighbours.  

 The next meeting of the PCC will take place on Tuesday 10 

April at 7 pm. 

 

On Tuesday 10th April the PCC met and here is some information 

about its deliberations. 

 Parish finances: while remaining on schedule with our 

monthly payments into the Diocesan Common Fund, we have an 

overspend of £2,435 so far in the year, compared to last year.  

 A number of initiatives to engage more with our local 

community have now been finalised, with three art exhibitions 

planned for the period April-August 2018.  

 Our faculty application for urgent repairs to the roof and to 

the heating system have reached the stage of public consultation. 

You will find details posted over the entrance gate to the church 

and to the noticeboard at the back of the church. 

 The first meeting of the newly elected PCC will take place on 

Tuesday 1 May at 7 pm. 
         Fr Nicholas 
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News 
 

Come along and support our local artists and see their work: 
 

St Martin’s Church – A Celebration of Chapeltown 

Exhibition programme: April – August 2018 

Opening times: Wednesdays  9-11am & 7-9pm; Saturdays 4-6pm 

                       Sundays 12noon-2pm 

At St Martin’s Church, St Martins View, Leeds, LS7 3LB 

Jonathan Turner Paul Digby Joanna Craddock 

 
Street Studio     Portraits of  

    Emotions 

  Objects and  

  arrangements 
Jonathan Turner is a 
documentary 
photographer focusing on 
issues around community 
and the way in which 
people identify with those 
around them. What 
communities do they 
belong to? Geographical, 
social, recreational, 
professional? Street 
Studio is a collection of 
portraits from the 
Chapeltown area of Leeds 
and seeks to celebrate the 
diversity of the area, 
which boasts over seventy 
spoken languages. 

Portraits of emotions is a 
series of drawings and 
features local people from 
the LS7 area in Leeds, 
who were asked by the 
artist to pose with an 
emotion they most wanted 
to express. Inspired by 
Charles Darwin’s 
Expressions of Emotions in 
Man and Animals; a book 
that traced the animal 
origins of human 
characteristics through 
facial expressions. 

Current photographic work 
draws upon the 
experience of 
bereavement and loss of 
significant women in her 
family and subsequent 
material inheritance. 
Joanna uses the genre of 
still life to work with a 
number of family 
artefacts, objects and 
photographs, to explore 
the potential of things to 
communicate about public 
and private selves. 

Launch event: 

Sat 21st April 4-6pm 

Closing Sun 13th May 

Launch event: 

Sat 26th May 4-6pm 

Closing Sun 17th 

June 

Launch event: 

Sat 7th July 4-6pm 

Closing Weds 1st 

August 
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From All Souls 
 

"On a country walk we found a cluster of large limestone rocks.  

Growing out of some of them were apparently delicate plants 

resembling miniature orchids. Their flowers were cream and pink, 

the colours found in cotton summer dresses or vanilla slices.  The 

rocks and flowers formed an incongruous partnership of drab 

solidity that had endured for thousands of years with fine frailty 

destined for a life of only a season.   
 

How could the plants grow? There could, of course, be botanical 

explanation about how they thrived on minerals from the rock, 

nutrients in dust particles carried on the wind and occasional rain 

stored in their cupped petals. 
 

We personified the plants, feeling affection and admiration for their 

survival against the odds.  We began to regard them and their hosts 

as an illustration of a triumph of nature: life not just overcoming 

barrenness but actually depending on this particular sort of 

barrenness in order to come to fruition.  This feature of existence is 

found in other forms of hope in dark places: sickrooms, refugee 

camps and hermits' cells, for example.  And the continuing Easter 

season when, in the words of the hymn, 'my love, the crucified, 

hath sprung to life this morrow' indicates that resurrection requires 

first a lifeless cave.  It can be that hope, found in nature, in human 

environments and in the gospel story that shows us that, when we 

confront bleakness in our lives we may dare to seek, beauty and 

love beyond our immediate comprehension." 
 

Warwick Turnbull – Associate Minister 
 

Articles 
 

THE MIRACLE MAN  
 

An article by Carina Murphy from The Tablet: The International 

Catholic News Weekly, 15 July 2017, p.10. Reproduced with 

permission of the Publisher. Website address: 

http://www.thetablet.co.uk 
 

WHEN I arrive to interview him about his newly opened community 

kitchen in Earls Court, west London, the fashionable Italian chef and 

current darling of the international restaurant scene has 

disappeared.  

 

http://www.thetablet.co.uk/
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THE MIRACLE MAN  
 

I am politely told that he has had to go back up to his hotel 

room to take a phone call. His American wife, Lara, and teenage 

son, Charlie, smoothly chat away to me while we wait for him to 

reappear. I get the impression this has happened many times 

before. When Massimo Bottura eventually joins us, he settles his 

wiry frame into a chair, methodically devours a pain au chocolat and 

begins to talk, quickly and passionately.  
 

IT IS IMMEDIATELY clear that, while other chefs at the helm of an 

internationally feted restaurant might be driven by ego, this 54- 

year-old – he runs the Osteria Francescana in his home town of 

Modena, which many regard as the best in the world – is inspired 

instead by his social conscience and altruistic values, which he 

largely attributes to his Catholic upbringing.  

“I grew up playing soccer in the parish school, we were very 

close to the priest and the education we got from that was always to 

do things for others. One of the most important things I learnt from 

growing up in that environment was to share and to help people 

who don’t have your ability.” … 
 

SO IT IS THAT for the past few years, Bottura has been engaged 

not in opening new fine dining restaurants, but in the less glitzy role 

as social campaigner for redistributing what we think of as food 

waste and turning it into healthy, nutritious meals for those who do 

not have enough to eat.  

In London, under his not-for-profit organisation Food for 

Soul, Bottura has teamed up with food waste charity, the Felix 

Project, which collects “high quality, fresh food” destined for the bin 

from 60 retailers, be they independents or major supermarkets. The 

food is taken back to the purpose-built kitchen and turned it into 

lunch for the homeless and vulnerable, Monday to Friday every 

week.  

“Nearly half a million Londoners are going hungry, yet so 

much is thrown away. We don’t need to produce more food, it just 

isn’t reaching the right people,” Bottura explains.  

The venue for his latest venture, Refettorio Felix, chose him, 

he says. Already a long-standing drop-in centre for men and women 

whose lives have come off the rails, St Cuthbert’s Centre, attached 

to the Anglo-Catholic church of the same name, was itself looking a 

little down on its luck. Luckily for St Cuthbert’s, the food industry is 

not the only one with surplus waste, and with the help of donated  
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THE MIRACLE MAN  
 

furniture a volunteer team of local architects was able to transform 

the hall into an impressively tranquil and airy dining room.  

For Massimo Bottura, the setting is vital. He is anxious to 

press home to me … that this “is not a charity project”. It is, he 

insists, “a cultural project, where we can rebuild the dignity of the 

people. Through beauty, through art, through a beautiful space, we 

can say to everyone: ‘Welcome.’ ”  
 

BOTTURA’S VISION started in the run-up to the large-scale food 

fair, Milan Expo, in 2015. As an internationally renowned chef, the 

organisers were naturally keen for him to take part. But Bottura 

decided that he did not want to cook at one of the grand functions, 

as they had expected. Instead, he was determined to engage with 

the Expo’s central theme, “Feeding the Planet – Energy for Life”, by 

opening what was intended to be a sort of pop-up soup kitchen. His 

initial vision was inspired by the 1951 classic art-house film Miracle 

in Milan, a fantasy story about a group of poor children who, in the 

final scene, magically fly away on broomsticks. He wanted to open 

his kitchen under the arches of the central railway station.  

... In this spirit, it seems the Pope pulled a few strings and 

an old theatre from the 1930s, which had lain abandoned for 15 

years and was situated next to a church in one of the city’s poorest 

districts, became available. “The church had this amazing priest, 

Don Giuliano – he immediately saw the potential of what we were 

trying to achieve and he said, ‘Yes, we want it here,’ and so we did 

it,” Bottura told me proudly.  
 

UNDER THE umbrella of Food for Soul the community kitchen 

Refettorio Ambrosiano was born. It has become a permanent fixture 

in Milan, and continues to feed refugees and the homeless. It also 

serves as a model for other refettorios. There was talk of opening a 

refettorio at the Vatican, but Bottura explains that the project was 

strangled in red tape.  

Refettorio Ambrosiano was followed by Gastromotiva in Rio 

de Janeiro, Brazil, set up for the Olympics and still going strong. 

That, he says, was a radically different experience from opening 

refettorios in Milan, Bologna, Modena or London. There was no 

involvement from religious organisations. Instead, he explains, “I 

was inviting dangerous people in from off the street. On the first 

night, there was a big knife lying on the side of the table.”  

London, Bottura says, is a perfect place for the project. 

“When people are building walls” – he mentions Brexit, shaking his  
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THE MIRACLE MAN  
 

head – “we are breaking down walls, including, not excluding 

people.” Londoners, he tells me, took to the concept immediately, 

whereas in Milan it took him weeks to “get into their hearts”. At 

first, he says, those coming to the Refettorio in Milan were 

“incredibly shy, silent, eating and leaving very quickly”. In contrast, 

in London, “since the first day they were immediately so nice. An old 

lady, who was 90 years old, said, ‘I see this place as so beautiful; 

I’m so happy for everybody because I feel the sense of community 

and I can die happy.’ Everybody was crying, and I thought, ‘Wow, 

she gets it; she really understands the message of the project.’”  
 

WHILE EVERY community kitchen has a different approach, they 

are all an evolution of what started in Milan, Bottura explains. 

“Every place we go, we use different waste ingredients and try to 

use our knowledge to make the invisible visible.” So, if in Brazil “we 

have lots of overripe bananas, then we ask a volunteer to make 

sorbet. They then make it with 50 per cent sugar, so you can’t even 

taste the fruit. So we say, Let’s make it again with 30 per cent 

sugar, and then with no sugar ... and the fruit flavour just comes 

out.”  

It’s about setting an example, Bottura explains, not just for 

professional chefs but also for home cooks, to challenge them to see 

“what they regard as waste” – be it stale bread-crumbs or overripe 

tomatoes – “as just another ingredient”.  

Bottura lights up as he tells me how happy he was when laws 

to curtail excessive food waste were passed in France and Italy, 

“two of the most important food nations in the world”, in 2016. “The 

mayor of a small village outside of Paris said to me, ‘You are my 

biggest inspiration.’ That meant a lot to me,” he adds, beaming.  
 

Of course Bottura has to transfer his know-how to the cooks 

in these kitchens so that they can continue to operate in his 

absence, as clearly he can’t be in all these places at once. He has 

just learnt that a grant from the Rockefeller Foundation has been 

received that will enable him to open three refettorios in the United 

States. The cities are not yet confirmed, but Bottura is already 

turning over the possibilities in his mind: “Let’s say in the Bronx, in 

Detroit and – my dream because I’m so passionate about jazz – in 

New Orleans”.  

However the project develops, Milan will always retain a 

special place in his heart. Getting the first refettorio off the ground  
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THE MIRACLE MAN  
 

was a sort of fulfilment of a farewell promise that he had made to 

his mother. She was very religious, Bottura explains. 

When she was dying, in November 2013, he tells me that he 

had asked her to stay a little longer as “I have some big news for 

you”. When she came home for Christmas, he told her: “We will do 

something with the Church and with Pope Francis...” When he told 

his mother of his plans, “she started crying, she was so proud. She 

had been the one who had pushed me to follow my passion, and not 

become a lawyer, as my father had wanted.”  

Bottura knew then, he tells me, that he would make the 

refettorio happen, “to use the sense of loss to create something in 

her name with that spirit of generosity, of belonging, of bringing 

people together”. It would be something that “goes beyond 

religion”, he says. Despite being brought up Catholic by the 

maternal side of his family, “actually I lost everything during my 

journey of life”, but, he says, he rediscovered it in Milan, by “living 

the life of the Church” and “through the priest, Don Giuliano”.  

… 

Bottura’s mother, as might be expected in a large Catholic 

Italian family, was instrumental in cultivating young Massimo’s love 

of food. He recalls in his early years, as the youngest of four boys, 

sitting under the kitchen table, snatching up and eating falling 

scraps of pasta for tortellini as the women of the house rolled it out 

and held it up to the window to check its translucency.  

He fondly remembers the warm cup of milk with bread-

crumbs, sugar and chocolate she would give him last thing before 

bed when he was five or six years old. It is also his mother he 

remembers every Christmas. Although he cooks for his extended 

family on Christmas Eve, “on Christmas Day I want to be by myself 

with my family”, which means him and Lara, their two children, and 

Lara’s mother.  
 

SO EVERY YEAR they go to a restaurant, where the chef cooks a 

special Christmas lunch “as my Mum would have made, with bollito 

misto, tortellini in broth and a big zuppa inglese for the table, for us 

all to dip into as we would have done when we were young”. It is, 

he says, the only day he allows himself to be nostalgic. “I’m a 

contemporary man, I live all the time in the future, but to keep 

these memories alive is very important,” he says, as he prepares to 

leave to make yet more plans to feed the hungry. 
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Regulars 
 

Mothers’ Union 
 

At this time of the year, it seems that everywhere we look, there 

are swathes of yellow daffodils, masses of pink blossom on bare 

branches of trees and lots of baby lambs with their mothers in the 

fields. Rebirth and resurrection seem to be taking place in nature as 

Spring moves forward and onward. As Mothers’ Union members, we 

also need to move forward and onward. This involves an element of 

psychological rebirth and resurrection within ourselves. 
 

Although it took her a while to recognise Him, Mary Magdalene was 

the first to meet Jesus after his resurrection. If we have not already 

met the resurrected Jesus, we need to ask ourselves how we can 

meet Him and how this meeting can influence our daily lives. When 

we face a crisis in life, our previous ‘old and wrong’ concepts need 

to ‘die’ before we can gainfully process new information. This may 

involve discarding old and broken dreams and hopes. When we let 

the ‘old beliefs and actions die’, new thoughts and actions can 

spring to life which can help us to cope more effectively so that we 

can move forward and onward. In this way, our psychological 

progress and development has parallels with the process of death 

and rebirth which Jesus went through. 
 

We are indeed works in progress. 
              (Article provided by Jennie Collins) 

 

Prayer.  

Jesus, Lord of Life 

We pray for all members 

May God be with us all 

In every part of our lives 

Encouraging us and leading us 

Sheltering and Strengthening us 

So we may work to your praise 

and glory. Amen. 
 

 

Children’s Section 
 

Thank you to all who entered the Easter picture competition. Well 

done to the 3 runners up and congratulations to Emily, our winner!  
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07731 616123  

0113 210 9518  

            jpcroofing@gmail.com 
 

All roofing work undertaken, full re-roofs, repairs, 
 lead work, pitched roofs, flat roofs, fascia and soffits, 

guttering. 
  

Fully insured / Free quotations 

CityFlex Footcare Specialist 

MOBILE CLINIC 
  

  

  

Tel: 07715 660349 
 

  

Quality foot care in the comfort of your own home  

- just sit back and relax! 
 

  

Senior Citizen Discount 

25% First treatment discount for everyone 
  

  

Nail trim, Corn removal, Verrucas, Callus reduction, Ingrowing toenails, 

Athletes foot, Fungal nail. 
  

   

Lou Matthewman BSc (Hons) S.A.C Dip. Registered Foot Health Practitioner 

JPC 
ROOFING 
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From the Registers 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Tues 1st May: 7.00pm – PCC meeting in Vestry  
 

 

Weds 9th May: 2.00pm – Mothers’ Union 
meeting  
 

Thurs 17th May: 7.30pm – Churches Together 
prayer meeting at St Martin’s 
 

Saturday 26th May: 4.00pm – Opening in 
church of Paul Digby’s “Portraits of Emotions” 

exhibition 
 

Fridays 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th May at 4.30pm  – 
Youth Group  
 

 

Baptisms: 
 

8/4/2018 - Mason Livingston Connor 
 

8/4/2018 - Michael Junior Bhaura 
 

8/4/2018 - Holly Victoria McGeorge 
 

Weddings: 
 

24/3/2018 – Paul Edmeade & Laura Rhodes 
 

Funerals: 
 

6/4/2018 – Mark Bonny 
 

12/4/2018 – Alpheus Mayne 
 

13/4/2018 – Kenneth Wilkinson 
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Rotas 
 

Readings 
 

 

     May 6th   Isaiah 55:1-11 M Bartlett 

 Acts 10:44-end E Allen 

 John 15:9-17 Priest 

   May 13th Ezekiel 36:24-28 M Lazenby 

 Acts 1:15-17, 21-

end 

A Hylton 

 John 17:6-19 Priest 

   May 20th Ezekiel 37:1-14 M David 

 Acts 2:1-21 M Hunter 

 John 15:26-27, 

16:4b-15 

Priest 

   May 27th Isaiah 6:1-8 P Cook 

 Romans 8:12-17 C lo Polito 

 John 3:1-17 Priest 

 

Sidespeople 
 

May 6th               Y Archibald; I Maynard; M David 

13th   L Williams; L Carty; N Mayne 

20th     J France; H Baxter; M Hunter  

27th         L Thompson; E Mills; E Shannon  

 

Refreshments 
 

  
   

           May 6th    J Collins; P Adams  

 

13th       H Baxter; M Hunter 

20th         L Thompson; E Mills  

27th             M Hunter 

 

Sunday Club 
 

May 6th           Georgette / Apostol  

 

13th     Caroline / Myrla  

20th       Georgette / Apostol  

27th           Children in Church 
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Transport 
 

Would you like to come to Church services but 

cannot get here by yourself? Please let us know and 

we will try to come up with a way of getting you here 

to worship with us. 
 

 

Community Kitchen 
 

“For I was hungry and you gave me 
something to eat, I was thirsty and you 

gave me something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you invited me in” 
(Matthew 25:35) 
 

Started in July 2014, The 

Community Kitchen is open on 

Saturdays from 12.00 to 2.00pm. A 

free three course meal of soup, a 

main course and dessert is normally 

provided. Tea, coffee and fruit 

juices are also served. 

 
 

 

 

St Martin’s Institute 
St Martin’s View, LS7 3LA 
 

St Martin’s Institute is a very large 

venue offering facilities for private 

functions, meetings or groups for 

the local community at very 

reasonable rates. 

For further information please call 

0113 262 9987 
 

Advertise in St Martin’s magazine: 
¼ page - £50 p.a.    ½ page - £90 p.a    Full page - £150 p.a. 

Email: advertise@stmartinleeds.org.uk 
 

Donate to St Martin’s Church & projects 
Via the Donate button on our homepage: www.stmartinleeds.org.uk 
 


