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Reach Out
St Martin’s Church aims to praise God, to share the good news,
to be a welcoming loving church serving all.
Praise, Share, Welcome, Love, Serve.
There is a place for you at St Martin’s

Editor’s Comment:
Please do come along and support our Church Garden Party on
Saturday 15th June between 2 and 4pm. Do offer your help or
donations to make this a successful fundraiser and a wonderful
afternoon reaching out into our local community.
Many thanks in anticipation!
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Pastoral Letter
‘A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you,
so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you
are my disciples, if you love one another.’ (John 13: 34-35)
With these words, spoken at the Last Supper, Jesus offers his
disciples – us – his final piece of teaching: to love one another as he
loved us. The instruction seems so simple and yet, in this world of
sorrow, dissension and hatred, loving one another can seem to be
the most difficult thing of all. Yet, true love is not about being
pleasant and romantic when things are easy, but about being in for
the long haul and struggling through when times are hard.
The key to this message is Jesus telling us to love as he has loved
us. So what kind of love did Jesus show? It involved healing the sick
and caring for the bereaved: being there for people in the hard
times. It involved reaching out to the outcast and the unloved: tax
collectors, for example, were hated or at least held in great
suspicion for being the enemy, but Jesus ate with them. Prostitutes
were regarded as sinners, the lowest of the low, and yet Jesus made
them his friends. Could we find it in our hearts to be generous to
such people?
Jesus also taught about love as forgiveness: we must forgive more
than 70 times 7 times (Matthew 18: 21-22). But this can sometimes
involve hard work on both sides, listening, understanding, and
making a commitment to behave differently. Remember the woman
taken in adultery (John 8: 1-11): Jesus saves her from being stoned
to death, but then he tells her to sin no more. Renouncing sin can
take a long time to achieve. Jesus was also able – very kindly – to
point out how people can change their lives. Think of the rich young
ruler: he has kept all the commandments during his life, but Jesus
diagnoses the one thing that is missing – he must sell his
possessions, give the money to the poor and become a follower of
Christ. Jesus does not do this to accuse the man but to help him,
for, as St Mark says, ‘Jesus looked at him and loved him’ before
delivering the advice (Mark 10:17–31). Would that we could be as
loving when we help someone else see the way forward!
God’s love is more generous than anything we can show, however,
for it is completely self-sacrificing. ‘God so loved the world that he
gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not
perish but may have eternal life.’ (John 3: 16) It is this generous
love that frees us to be the people he wants us to be.

4

So, this month, let us think about how to love and how to show our
love, finding new people to love as Jesus has loved us.
Every blessing
Jane

We publish our magazine online halfway through the month so if
there are any photos that you would like to take a closer look at in
colour you can find them at:
http://www.stmartinleeds.org.uk/magazine-issues/

Easter flowers
The Flower Team would like to say a
grateful thank you to all who
contributed to the flowers in church at
Easter. The warm yellow of the
chrysanthemums, carnations and
daffodils seemed like a ray of
sunshine. Although the daffodils had
been in bloom for some weeks, they
still brought to mind the Spring season
and the end of the cold, dark winter
days. Flower team members Lucy,
Doris and Patsy arranged the flowers
at the church entrance and at the front of the church near the
pulpit. The flower colours were yellow and pink.
The Children’s Easter Garden was in pride of place against the altar
at the front of the church. Caroline and Joyce arranged the flowers
and foliage. Daffodils and ivy highlighted the tomb where Jesus’
body had been laid to rest after the crucifixion. Small birds and
rabbits gave a natural feel to the garden.
On the window sills, daffodils with pale orange centres were
displayed in pots and surrounded by Easter hens, eggs and candles.
The porch arrangement featured pink roses against a background of
yellow and green foliage.
All in all, the church was beautifully decorated and reflected the joy
of the Easter festival.
Jennie Collins
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Calendar

June
st

Sat 1

12 noon

Sun 2nd

The Seventh Sunday of Easter
10.00 am
Parish Eucharist

Tues 4th

Community Kitchen in the Institute until
2.00 pm

7.00 pm

PCC in Church

th

Weds 5

9.30 am
7.30 pm

Eucharist & Home Communion
Choir Practice

Thurs 6th

6.30 pm

Baptism rehearsal in church

Sat 8

12 noon

Community Kitchen in the Institute until
2.00 pm

Sun 9th

Pentecost
10.00 am
12 noon

Parish Eucharist
Holy Baptism

Weds 12th

9.30
2.00
7.00
7.30

Eucharist & Home Communions
Mothers’ Union
Joint Deanery Synod at St George’s
Choir practice

Sat 15th

12 noon

th

am
pm
pm
pm

2.00 pm
Sun 16th

Trinity Sunday
10.00 am
Parish Eucharist

Weds 19th
Thurs 20
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Community Kitchen in the Institute until
1.00 pm
St Martin’s Church Garden Party until
4pm

th

9.30 am

Eucharist

Corpus Christi
7.30 pm
Churches Together at Church of Jesus
Christ, Gledhow Road, LS8 5ES

Sat 22nd

12 noon

Sun 23rd

The First Sunday after Trinity
10.00 am
Dementia Friendly Eucharist

Weds 26th

9.30 am

Eucharist

Sat 29

12 noon

Community Kitchen in the Institute until
2.00 pm

Sun 30th

The Second Sunday after Trinity

th

10.00 am

Community Kitchen in the Institute until
2.00 pm

Parish Eucharist with children, Guides
and Brownies

IMPORTANT:
Sat 15th June: 2-4pm – St Martin’s Church GARDEN PARTY
We need volunteers to help on the day; donations of bottles of drink
for the bottle stall (not water) - please bring them into church as
soon as possible; donations of buns / cakes nearer the day. See Sue
Bain or Fr Nicholas to offer help. Thank you in anticipation.

100 Club (drawn in church on 3
April winners:
1st prize: £60: E Forbes
2nd prize: £20: J Collins
3rd prize: £10: V Boone

rd

Sunday of the month)

For a chance to win these
monthly prizes you just need to
pay an annual fee of £60 to join
the 100 Club- see Maddy or
Carrie.

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH
From the book: Peace of Heart in All Things, by Brother Roger Shutz, founder of the
ecumenical community of Taizé, GIA Publications
Holy Spirit, Spirit of consolation, if there are times when we are
overwhelmed by inner loneliness, enable us to understand that
Christ is always present and that He can always calm our hearts
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News
Holy Week & Easter
Palm Sunday
Palm Sunday was marked on 14th April with our
short procession of palm crosses out onto Oak
Road. We heard the story of the Passion of
Christ through a dramatic gospel reading during
the service. A most reflective start to Holy Week.
Maundy Thursday
Maundy Thursday Eucharist and Watch was held
on 18th April. Six volunteers had their feet
washed by Revd Jane and Fr Nicholas,
remembering how Jesus himself had got down
onto his knees and washed the feet of his
disciples. Holy Communion was poignantly
shared before the altar was stripped and we sat
in silence and listened to readings culminating in
a description of Jesus’ arrest, as dusk fell
outside.
Good Friday Children’s Service
We had a wonderful
children’s service on Good
Friday, with some usual
suspects and some new
faces. Jane did a wonderful
job of explaining the Easter
story with songs and Easter
eggs. Afterwards the
children energetically helped
to build the Easter garden,
enjoying all the running,
fetching and carrying.
As you may have noticed the garden has a new position and despite
a few initial reservations I think you’ll agree it’s a great success.
Well done to all the children! Of course, it wouldn’t be the children’s
service without hot cross buns and cake afterwards which went
down really well. Thanks goes to all who helped and particularly to
Jennie who supplied the flowers.
Caroline James
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Churches Together Good Friday Walk of Witness – 19.4.19
At midday on Good
Friday, about 160
members of
Churches Together
in the Chapeltown
and Harehills areas
assembled at
Roscoe Methodist
Church for the Walk
of Witness. Church
members held palm
crosses and walked
under the Churches
Together banner.
The procession made its way to Norma Hutchinson Park on
Chapeltown Road where a short service was held. The churches
which took part included St Aidan’s, St Augustine’s, Harehills Lane
Baptist Church, St Martin’s, New Testament Church of God, Roscoe
Methodist Church and Wesleyan Holiness Church.
Pastor Neruka White welcomed all to the service. This was followed
by prayers, songs and bible readings. David Skeet of Harehills Lane
Baptist Church gave the address. At the end of the service, all were
invited to Wesleyan Holiness Church for refreshments.
Jennie Collins

Good Friday Stations of the Cross & Veneration of the Cross
Rev Brian Pearmain walked us round the
church following the Stations of the Cross
depicting the journey Christ took from being
condemned to death, crucified and buried.
We sung a verse of the Stabat Mater in
between each Station. Then during our Good
Friday liturgy with Fr Nicholas and Revd Jane
we had the opportunity to Venerate the
Cross – where we can kneel before a large
wooden cross as a sign of reverence for all it
represents.
We received the Sacrament of bread and wine which had been
consecrated the night before on Maundy Thursday before we all left
in silence on this solemn day.
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Easter Service of Light
At 5:30am a small congregation gathered at the fire which had been
lit outside the church door. The new Easter candle was blessed, lit
and processed into the church. Being so late into April it was already
just starting to come light outside. But the light of the candle
represented the Risen Christ, our Light of the World. The Exsultet,
the Easter hymn of praise, was sung by Revd Jane and the Gloria
was sung by the whole congregation following an organ fanfare.
After celebrating our first Eucharist of Easter Day we made our way
over to the Institute for a wonderful breakfast. Many thanks to
those who prepared it for us.
Easter Sunday Eucharist
The 10am Eucharist was a wonderful
celebration of Easter. The hymn “Christ
the Lord is risen today” started our
worship in joyful and rousing fashion.
We heard readings including John
20:1-18 and Revd Jane gave the
sermon. The Peace was shared most
enthusiastically on this celebratory
Easter morning, followed by the Eucharist.
Alleluia, Christ is Risen!
Caribbean Songs of Praise for Easter
On the afternoon of Sunday 28th
April we met in church for our
Caribbean Songs of Praise for
Easter. Revd Jane took us
through the Easter story with
songs including Amazing Grace,
O What a Saviour, There is power
in the blood, I am Coming Lord
and Thine be the Glory to name
but a few. We heard tributes and
reminiscences from our congregation as to how these songs were
special to them. Our scripture readings were from Romans 5:1-11
and John 21:1-14 and our prayers culminated in the Caribbean “Our
Father”. The photo above shows Revd Jane with our organist for the
afternoon, David Austin. Refreshments were provided afterwards to
round off a lovely afternoon.
Helen Sanders
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Tots Easter Service
We welcomed children from four nursery
schools – Noah’s Ark, Chapeltown Nursery,
Best Childcare and Precious Ones – to Church
on the Wednesday after Easter. We sat
around the beautiful Easter garden that our
Sunday Club had created, and the children spotted flowers and
bunnies as signs of new life. Revd Jane told them the story of Palm
Sunday, and we waved palms and sang Hosanna. Jane told the
story of how Jesus was bullied and hurt by people, so he knows how
we feel when people are unkind to us, and the children spotted the
crosses and the tomb. Then Jane spoke about how Jesus rose from
the dead to show that hatred will never win. We shook tambourines
and sang Alleluias, with plenty of actions. We said prayers with
Easter Eggs and had a blessing before going for refreshments kindly
prepared by the Mothers’ Union. We look forward to the tots coming
back to Church for Harvest in early October.
Revd Jane

Extra News
Thank you to Jane & Bill
Sunday 5th May was the last Sunday with us for Jane Flynn
and her husband Bill. They came to us in January as cover
whilst Matthew was abroad and have enriched our worship
with their music at the organ and with the choir. We thank
them for all their hard work and dedication to us and hope
that we will have them with us again sometime.

Christian Aid
At the time of going to press Christian Aid week
was in full swing. Look out in the July issue of the
magazine for an update. If you missed the
opportunity to donate and would still like to do so
then please visit their website: https://www.christianaid.org.uk/

Volunteers needed
We are looking for volunteers to help in our Community Kitchen
once a month or every two months – no cooking skills required.
Plus we are looking for volunteer cleaners from 8-9am on Saturday
mornings. Do get in touch are you are able to help with either of
these requests.
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News
5th anniversary of Community Kitchen
Dear Friends and colleagues
We at St Martin’s Community Kitchen would like to celebrate our 5th
year anniversary with you. Uniting our community and beyond as
one, this is a very special milestone acknowledging all our
volunteers’ hard work and commitment to the Kitchen. Please invite
family and friends to come and listen to favourite hymns and steel
band rhythms to dance to! Join in with the chance to win a fantastic
raffle prize. Children will be able to enjoy face painting and other
games. There will be refreshments of delicious Caribbean, Indian,
English and Italian food on sale on Saturday 6 th July, 1-4pm.
God Bless, Emily Forbes

PCC Digest
On Tuesday 7th May the PCC met and here is some information
about its deliberations:

This being the first meeting of the new PCC after the APCM,
the Parish Council welcomed its new members: Rev Colin Henderson
and Mr Apostol Zaproš.

Revd Jayne was elected Vice Chair, Ms Carrie Rowsell
appointed Treasurer, Ms Sue Bain Secretary, Ms Monica David
Electoral Roll Officer, Ms Dawn Lynch DBS Verifier, Ms Georgette
Bartlett Safeguarding Coordinator, Ms Maddy Hunter and Ms Doris
Herbert Deanery Synod Reps, Mr David Midgeley our Advocate for
the Environment. The Side Persons were all re-appointed en bloc.

Our accounts begin to negatively reflect the substantial loss
of about £700 a month from the booking of the Institute by the
Zimbabwe group who has now left us.

A Stewardship Campaign will be launched in October and
members of the PCC will be seeking assistance from the whole
congregation in efforts to plan initiatives linked to the Campaign.

The PCC has decided to close down the Safeguarding
Committee (because obsolete), the Media Team (until we regroup
and re-organise it with new people), and the Maintenance and
Health & Safety Committee (replaced by a Health & Safety Officer to
be appointed, while the Wardens continue to monitor the needs and
supervise the interventions needed to the fabric of our 2 buildings).

The next meeting of the PCC is scheduled for Tuesday 4th
June at 7:00 pm.
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News
Notre-Dame Fire
The news came at 1930
– messages from friends
around the world were all
waiting when I checked
my phone after the first
Mass of Holy Week at St
George’s Anglican Church
where we had all been
oblivious to the
catastrophe unfolding
only three miles away. An address followed the Mass, during which
our visiting preacher told of how the Crown of Thorns would be
reverenced on Good Friday in Notre-Dame, which I of course knew
would now be unlikely. A group of us made the journey to the
cathedral, stepped out of the Métro station and wept immediately.
The streets were lined with people yet were almost silent as the
crowds shed tears, embraced each other and looked on in paralysed
disbelief. At that point the spire had already collapsed and a
mohican of flames ran the full length of the roof of the nave.
Tensions rose as night fell and the crowds became denser. The eyes
of the world, now united in grief for the city, were watching the
carnage as fears grew of the structure collapsing altogether. And
then the singing began. It soon seemed that hymns were being
sung and Mary was being hailed at the end of every road with a
view of the cathedral. It was a sign that for the people of this city
this is not primarily a historic monument, beautiful as it is. This
might be a secular country but the faith is still very much alive
throughout all generations of Parisians. The people in the streets
were mourning the destruction of their house of prayer, of the place
where they encounter God and where the sacraments have been
administered for centuries. It was to God that we all turned. Most of
the people leading the singing were about my age. By midnight the
news had broken that the fire was under control and that the
building, thoroughly traumatised, would survive. Perhaps a gentle
alleluia would be permitted. The heroic pompiers drove past and
everyone applauded and cheered.
At 0100 I walked onto la Pont de la Tournelle. It was still and silent
except for there being singing here too – a choir of strangers
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singing in four (or possibly quite a few more than that) part
harmony, sharing hymn words on phones. I joined them to sing.
The world’s media began to discretely arrive on the bridge to report
back to their various countries and interview people, yet they
proceeded with an apologetic self-consciousness as if worried about
interrupting private grief. They too were thoroughly moved by the
singing (now broadcast throughout the world), the sense of
togetherness and of course the enormity of what had happened. I
shuffled off at 0200 but the singing was still going on, a gentleman
had lit incense sticks attached to the handlebars of his bike and the
journalists were lined up for the long haul. The usual reflections in
the river of the floodlighting were joined by those of the blue lights
from the various emergency vehicles.
Notre-Dame has been a very special place for me in my time here
since I went to Mass on my first Saturday evening in Paris. I entered
the building out of the cold, still a little shaken from my unfortunate
experience on arriving in the city but somehow felt immediately at
home and settled in Paris when I heard the organ playing
expectantly before Mass and the Cantor begin to sing Adeste Fidelis.
I have been most Saturday evenings since, usually staying for the
short but delightful auditions d’orgue that follow. The whole
atmosphere was always reverent but relaxed. Saturdays at NotreDame have been one of the cosiest routines of my time here and in
many ways have marked the progress of my Parisian journey:
moving through these months of the liturgical year, being able to
understand more and more of the French homilies each week,
memorising the French responses and the colours in the windows
becoming visible during the Mass as we moved into spring and the
longer hours of daylight. I’ve prayed here, lit candles for loved ones
and heard glorious music here, and I’ve only been here a few
months. Many people will have been worshipping here since their
days began and had their most important life events here. It is
impossible to calculate the impact of a place of pilgrimage on this
scale, or the loss of it. I was hoping to see Epiphany to Easter but it
looks like it’ll be a long time before Easter is next celebrated here. I
couldn’t have imagined that within a few months of that evening in
January I’d spend the night helplessly watching the place burn. That
said, the way moments of such poignant beauty can be created out
of catastrophe has made me love this place even more.
An edited article from Matthew Lazenby (our Church Organist) who has been living,
studying, volunteering and working in Paris from January to May 2019, and who found himself
amongst the scenes of the devastation of the fire at Notre-Dame Cathedral on 15th April 2019.
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From All Souls
Momo
Have you noticed the fashion amongst grown-ups for reading
children’s fiction? The reasons for this are, I think, many and
various, but the facts speak for themselves. YA (Young Adult –
‘teenage’) titles often sell far more copies than even the most
popular adult reads. The children’s book industry has grown
astronomically to become worth millions of pounds worldwide, with
authors like JK Rowling, Suzanne Collins, Michael Morpurgo, and
Jacqueline Wilson becoming celebrities.
In 2014 it was estimated that nearly a third of books written for the
YA market were bought by 30-44 year olds, and evidently not all of
them were bought just as gifts for the youngsters!
All of this might just reflect a taste for escapism (lots of these
stories are strong on fantasy and imaginary other worlds) or
impatience with the demands of more traditionally adult writing, but
occasionally one can come across flashes of great wisdom, beauty
and insight in stories written originally for children.
Momo is a surreal fantasy by German children’s author Michael
Ende. It deals with time theft, in which the sinister ‘men in grey’
deceive their victims into supposedly ‘saving time’ by working ever
more frenetically, to the ruin of their happiness, their relationships
and life itself.
Momo herself is a mystery: she is a child without family or history.
She has made her home in an abandoned amphitheatre (shaped
itself like a gigantic ‘ear’) at the edge of the city, and is adopted by
the concerned locals, whose lives she quickly enriches and heals
through her extraordinary power of silent, deeply attentive,
wholehearted listening. People respond to her innocent generosity
in this, and find their problems and quarrels resolved by the power
– we might even say ‘grace’ - that Momo seems to radiate. She is
ageless, wise, without possessions and thoroughly enigmatic (‘I’ve
always been around’ she says, when asked where she was born).
She is soon loved and treasured by all.
Then one day the ‘men in grey’ arrive and silently take over the
city. Only Momo has the power to resist them, and with the help of
Professor Hora and his strange tortoise, Cassiopeia, she travels
outside the boundaries of time to expose and destroy their dark
intentions.
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Momo is a vivid example of the wisdom and power of true listening.
Her story reminds us that we are all of us human ‘beings’ before we
are human ‘doings’ – and spiritually we may have most to offer
others when we stop trying to do things for them (or to them) and
give them simply ourselves – our time, our attention and our
silence. Momo is a natural listener, who may spend nights alone in
her amphitheatre, gazing upwards, absorbed by the inaudible music
of the night sky. She is a natural contemplative, able to recognise
and enter into the hidden and ever changing beauties of the world.
Momo is not an explicitly Christian book - nor even an obviously
religious one. But, in an important and ancient sense of the word,
Momo comes close to being what we used to call ‘a saint’.
Paul Stapleton
Reader, All Souls’

-----------------------------------------------------

Regulars
Mothers’ Union
A Global Membership
Mothers’ Union (MU) is a grass roots organisation with some 4
million members in 84 countries globally. The joy of being part of a
grass roots as well as a global movement is that while maintaining
strong personal bonds within communities, MU members can also
campaign for policy change at the highest levels. For example,
Mothers’ Union is represented at the UN Commission on the Status
of Women.
Faith is at the core of what Mothers’ Union is about. MU members
listen to what the needs are, pray and respond by providing
practical support in meeting immediate community needs. An
example is the MU Parenting Programme which is active in 23
countries. Its aims are to make parents more aware of their actions
and how these actions affect their children. It equips parents with
the necessary skills to build more fulfilling relationships with their
children and to tackle parenting challenges. In Guyana, the
Parenting Programme networks with the Days for Girls Project which
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provides kits to help more girls stay in school and receive an
education.
By addressing underlying issues, Mothers’ Union helps communities
to find their own long term solutions. This is achieved through a
range of transformational programmes such as Village Savings and
Loan Associations (VSLA’s) which help to generate funds to provide
health insurance and social care for the community. In Rwanda, 889
community managed VSLA’s have been set up. These help members
to save together and to offer one another small loans to start micro
businesses. The project includes business skills training and faith
based Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA) which helps to address the
group’s own ideas about fatalism, poverty and donor dependency.
94% of female members reported an improvement in their family
relationships as they gained increased access to and control over
financial resources.
Practical Faith in Action needs to go hand in hand with Advocacy for
Change. Campaigning and advocating for change at local, national
and international levels is crucial. One Mothers’ Union campaign has
been against Gender Based Violence. In Britain, the ‘Souls of Our
Shoes’ project exhibited over 100 pairs of shoes in schools and
prisons. Each pair of shoes tells the story of someone who managed
to walk away from abuse. Its aim is to raise awareness of domestic
violence. In Burundi, under customary law, widows lose all rights to
the home and life that they have built with their husbands. On their
husbands’ death, they and their children are often evicted into the
street and have to start a new life. Widows Inheritance has been an
important part of Burundi’s Mothers’ Union work against Gender
Based Violence where it has been a key issue at election time.
In 2017, Mothers’ Union touched the lives of over 750,000 people.
In Britain and Ireland, over 100,000 lives were affected through
‘Away from It All’ holidays, parenting and marriage preparation
projects.
Prayer
We pray for all members.
May God be with them in every part
of their lives, encouraging and
leading them,
Sheltering and Strengthening them
So that they may work to His praise
and glory. Amen.

Mothers’ Union would be
grateful for donations of baby
items, e.g. clothes, nappies,
cot sheets, toiletries for baby
bags for mothers in need.
Please bring donations to
church and place in the box.
Thank you
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Articles
THE DEVIL IS IN THE DATA
An article by John Harris – former teacher - from The Tablet: The
International Catholic News Weekly, 16 March 2019, p.s3.
Reproduced with permission of the Publisher. Website address:
http://www.thetablet.co.uk
WHEN OFSTED’S chief inspector lamented a decline in the quality
of education because data and performance results had taken
priority over “the real substance of education”, teachers everywhere
cheered. The speech in October 2018 from Amanda Spielman
showed the education watchdog had at last woken up to the fact
that the use of attainment and progress metrics is a highly
unreliable way of judging how good a school is. The Secretary of
State for Education, Damian Hinds, has now also declared his
intention to “reduce the sheer volume of data being collected in
schools”.
In England, data from children’s test and examination results
is aggregated and analysed to determine school “effectiveness”.
Other European nations recognise the obvious fact that this
immediately invalidates their usefulness, since schools have a
vested interest in manipulating the outcomes. Unsurprisingly,
schools routinely inflate their results by a relentless regime of
cramming and coaching. But it is only recently that the full extent of
dishonest practice is coming to light. Teachers report being under
pressure to fix results. For some, their very jobs depend on it.
Gaming the system is no longer seen as wrong, but
inevitable. Because everyone does it, everyone has to do it.
Children’s school experience is now largely shaped by an obstacle
course of unremitting measurement: tests to determine “starting
points”, tests to identify “gaps” in learning, tests to demonstrate
that progress is “on track”, even tests to strengthen resilience to
testing. They are designed to serve the system, not the children.
Our test obsession is linked to a major decline in young
people’s well-being and mental health. Spiralling levels of anxiety,
depression and self-harm have been described in a recent report by
the Association of Child Psychotherapists as “a silent catastrophe”.
English children, according to the latest international survey by the
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, are
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among the most unhappy in the world. It is, of course, the most
needy and vulnerable who suffer most.
We have lost sight of the central purpose of education, which is to
help children learn how to be more fully human. Children long for a
school environment where they are cherished and nurtured for who
they are, not constantly graded as output units. All children are of
inestimable value; that does not need adding.
Behind the rhetoric about school effectiveness is a devious
lie. It is claimed that it is possible to produce reliable information
about how well individual schools are doing, based purely on the
analysis of key “objective” data. Each school, according to this
belief, has an equal chance of demonstrating its worth, irrespective
of the characteristics of its pupils or setting. Children’s attainment
and progress, as measured by national tests and school “tracking
systems”, are taken to be an authoritative mark of a school’s
quality.
There is overwhelming evidence that this is fallacious. Young
children growing up in poverty suffer lasting cognitive damage.
Their lower levels of ability are directly caused by the daily
hardships they endure, and reflect the less stimulating and more
stressful family circumstances that poverty produces. Teachers can
alleviate the symptoms of deprivation but they cannot cure the
causes. “Good” schools are created by high-achieving pupils, not
vice versa: a classic example of confusion between cause and effect.
The collection and analysis of data have an important part to
play in the making of public policy – for example, identifying
national trends or causal links. But their findings are never more
than suggestive; that is, they are always provisional and open to
question. But the reductive use of data in schools brooks no
argument. Algorithms are opaque and unexplained, but are
nevertheless held to be infallible. The idolatrous worship of data
holds us all in thrall.
Yet most of the data analysis required of schools is
worthless. It makes wrong-headed assumptions about learning,
such as the notion that progress is even and predictable. It takes no
account of the volatility of children’s responses in a test
environment, particularly when they are very young. The validity of
test design – that is, whether they truly measure what they claim to
measure – is left largely unexamined. Most importantly, statistics
count on very large numbers to balance out exceptions and
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anomalies. School sample sizes – contrary to government
assumptions – are simply too small to eliminate the effects of
chance.
School surveillance data has been used to justify seismic
changes in the education landscape. Many of our schools have now
become academies, some by choice and others by compulsion.
Extensive public assets have been gratuitously handed over to
private providers, often untried and unqualified. But despite the vast
costs of transition, a new report by the UCL Institute of Education
shows that academy schools have conspicuously failed to raise
standards or improve children’s rates of progress.
Prominent school chains, once lauded as beacons of
innovation, have been beset with scandals: financial impropriety,
inflated chief executive salaries, manipulation of school rolls or
draconian codes of discipline. Schools judged as “outstanding” admit
ever fewer disadvantaged children, who become more concentrated
in schools that have been adversely graded. Unwanted schools
change hands as if in a surreal game of Monopoly, directed by
shadowy officials who pay scant attention to the wishes of parents.
More than 20 years ago, in response to the first stirrings of
market ideology in schools, the English Catholic bishops published
The Common Good and the Catholic Church’s Social Teaching. They
denounced the manner in which the logic of market forces
“threatens human dignity” and “the sacred duty to serve”.
Education, they proclaimed, is not “a commodity to be offered for
sale”; rather, it is provided by society for the benefit of all,
especially “the most vulnerable and the most disadvantaged”.
By contrast, … current bishops have had little to say about the
policies that decouple moral and ethical considerations from school
practice. Nor have they commented on the system’s fragmentation,
disharmony and loss of equity. Are there no prophetic voices to be
heard among them?
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JPC

ROOFING
07731 616123
0113 210 9518
jpcroofing@gmail.com
All roofing work undertaken, full re-roofs, repairs,
lead work, pitched roofs, flat roofs, fascia and soffits,
guttering.
Fully insured / Free quotations

CityFlex Footcare Specialist
MOBILE CLINIC
Tel: 07715 660349
Quality foot care in the comfort of your own home
- just sit back and relax!

Senior Citizen Discount
25% First treatment discount for everyone
Nail trim, Corn removal, Verrucas, Callus reduction, Ingrowing toenails,
Athletes foot, Fungal nail.
Lou Matthewman BSc (Hons) S.A.C Dip. Registered Foot Health Practitioner
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Rotas
Readings
June 2nd
June 9th
June 16th
June 23rd
June 30th

Ezekiel 36:24-28
Acts 16:16-34
John 17:20-end
Genesis 11:1-9
Acts 2:1-21
John 14:8-17
Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31
Romans 5:1-5
John 16:12-15
Isaiah 65:1-9
Luke 8:26-39
1 Kings 19:15, 16, 19-end
Luke 9:51-end

D Herbert
J Collins
Priest
M Idle
C Rowsell
Priest
P Smithen
P Cook
Priest
M David
Priest
C lo Polito
Priest

Sidespeople
June 2nd
9th
16th
23rd
30th

J France; M Hunter; H Baxter
L Thompson; E Mills; E Shannon
P Adams; L Willie; M David
D Herbert; M France; J Collins
V Richards; I Maynard; H Baxter

Refreshments
June 2nd
9th
16th
23rd
30th

L Thompson; E Mills
J Collins; P Adams
M Hunter;
M Hunter; H Baxter
L Thompson; E Mills

Sunday Club
June 2nd
9th
16th
23rd
30th

Caroline; Myrla
Georgette; Apostol
Caroline; Myrla
Georgette; Apostol
Children in Church
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Transport
Would you like to come to Church services but
cannot get here by yourself? Please let us know and
we will try to come up with a way of getting you here
to worship with us.

Community Kitchen
“For I was hungry and you gave me
something to eat, I was thirsty and you
gave me something to drink, I was a
stranger and you invited me in”
(Matthew 25:35)

Started in July 2014, The
Community Kitchen is open on
Saturdays from 12.00 to 2.00pm. A
free three course meal of soup, a
main course and dessert is normally
provided. Tea, coffee and fruit
juices are also served.

St Martin’s Institute
St Martin’s View, LS7 3LA
St Martin’s Institute is a very large
venue offering facilities for private
functions, meetings or groups for
the local community at very
reasonable rates.
For further information please call

07526 072381

Advertise in St Martin’s magazine:
¼ page - £50 p.a.

½ page - £90 p.a

Full page - £150 p.a.

Email: advertise@stmartinleeds.org.uk

Donate to St Martin’s Church & projects
Via the Donate button on our homepage: www.stmartinleeds.org.uk
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