
Reach Out  
 

 

St Martin’s 

Church 

Magazine 
 

 
 

May 2020          
 

 
 

 

N.B.  All church services cancelled until further notice 
 

 

    www.stmartinleeds.org.uk     @FrNicholasLP  

£ 1 



 2 

St Martin’s Church Directory 
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Carrie Rowsell               0113 2696583 
 

Secretary 
Susan Bain               0113 2686548 
 

Organist & Choirmaster 
Matthew Lazenby              07854 079418 
 

Mothers’ Union – Doris Herbert            07958 623906 
 

Sunday Club Co-ordinator – Caroline James           07957 378185 
sundayclub@stmartinleeds.org.uk 
 

Community Kitchen Co-ordinator 
Emily Forbes               07940 498209 
 

St Martin’s Institute Booking Secretary 

May                07526 072381 
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Jennie Collins               0113 2946018 
 

Guides:  Laura              07983 469347 
Brownies: Cath              07717 046651 

  Sarah              07597 494878 
 

Magazine Editor: - H Sanders        magazine@stmartinleeds.org.uk 
 

 

 

To arrange Baptisms, Banns of Marriage, Weddings, Funerals, 

Confession or for other matters please contact Fr. Nicholas. 
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Reach Out 

 

St Martin’s Church aims to praise God, to share the good news, 
to be a welcoming loving church serving all. 

  Praise, Share, Welcome, Love, Serve. 
There is a place for you at St Martin’s 

 
 
 

Editor’s Comment: 
 

 

Well, what a difference a month can make. When the April magazine 

was finalized and went to photocopying we had little idea of the 

situation we were all going to be thrown into – which very much put 

pay to any communal Easter plans we had made. We hope you are 

all keeping well and safe in these uncertain times and that you 

managed to have a prayerful Holy Week and blessed Easter. We 

have the utmost respect for all our key workers in our congregation 

and the wider community in whatever sphere they are working to 

keep us safe, healthy and fed. Take care all. 
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Pastoral Letter 
 

THE LORD WILL PROVIDE THE SACRIFICE! 
 

Holy Greetings! 
 

It is one of the difficult times to put pen to paper, with the corona 

virus and with news headlines speaking of death on a daily basis. I 

pray for God's grace as l attempt to do so. I have been watching 

BBC news on television during the past two weeks and each time l 

was left feeling low and sad at what is happening in the World - how 

people are dying after contracting this deadly virus. Even though l 

keep up to date with what is happening, my focus has shifted from 

listening to what the reporters are saying, to listening to what God 

might be saying to us at this time. The UK government has 

introduced some measures to help protect us all (such as social 

distancing and staying at home). 
 

We might be asking ourselves questions, where is God in all this? As 

I write this letter it is Good Friday and during Morning Prayer l have 

read Genesis 22:1-18 which is a story about Abraham and his son 

Isaac. In this story, God tests Abraham by asking him to kill his only 

son. The story presents Abraham as an obedient servant of God, 

even when he was being asked something which was going to cost 

him - to kill his own son. I wonder what l would have done if God 

had asked me that. However, Abraham went ahead and made all 

the preparations, and at the last minute, when he was holding a 

knife in his hand about to commit the act - God stopped him. 
 

God stopped Abraham from killing his son, because he saw that he 

truly believed in his sovereignty. During this time of the pandemic, 

what is going to be our response to what is happening? Is our faith 

going to be shaken because of what is happening? I would like to 

encourage each one of us to think, that even in death God is still 

sovereign. As Christians let us be reminded that there is nothing 

that can happen to us apart from the will of God. He is the only one 

who can look after us, and who knows our future. What we need is 

to just trust in him, just like Abraham, when his son asked "The fire 

and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for burnt-offering?"  

His answer was one of confident faith in our Lord, 

he said: "God himself will provide the lamb for 

burnt-offering, my son." 
 

Yours in Christ 

Fr. Ericcson 
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Calendar 
 

May 
 

Fri 1st   St Philip and St James, Apostles 
 

Sat 2nd  11:30 am Community Kitchen in the Institute until  

    1.30 pm 
 

Sun 3rd     The Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 

Mon 4th  6.00 pm Online Easter discussion group (contact 

    Revd Jane for details) 
 

Sat 9th      11:30 am Community Kitchen in the Institute until  

    1.30 pm 
 

Sun 10th    The Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 

Mon 11th  6.00 pm Online Easter discussion group 
 

Thurs 14th    St Matthias, Apostle 
 

Sat 16th    11:30 am Community Kitchen in the Institute until  

    1.30 pm 
 

Sun 17th     The Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

Mon 18th  6.00 pm Online Easter discussion group 
 

Thurs 21st     Ascension Day 
 

Sat 23rd   11:30 am Community Kitchen in the Institute until  

    1.30 pm 
 

Sun 24th     The Seventh Sunday of Easter 
 

Sat 30th    11:30 am Community Kitchen in the Institute until  

    1.30 pm 
 

Sun 31st Pentecost 
 

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH 
 

 

From the book: Peace of Heart in All Things, by Brother Roger Shutz, founder of the 

ecumenical community of Taizé, GIA Publications 
 

Holy Spirit, when we lay down our burdens and our trials in you, 

already you place peace of heart in our soul.  
 



 6 

News 
 

Coronavirus Pandemic 
 

Dear Friends in the Risen Christ, 
 

I am writing these few thoughts on Tuesday 31st March. For the past 

week our beloved church has been shut and last Sunday I 

celebrated the Eucharist at home with my family. Only a week of 

lockdown has passed, and yet it already feels like a long time ago 

when we used to gather on a Sunday morning, greeting each other 

jovially, singing our hymns, praying together sitting near each 

other.  
 

Everything is so different, now.  
 

During the Eucharist, my family and I prayed for the nurses and the 

doctors fighting their daily battle against the virus, even sacrificing 

their lives to save others. And we prayed for you and with you, the 

members of our congregation and the friends of St Martin’s, 

knowing that what we were doing, on your behalf, was keeping alive 

the flame of the Eucharistic presence that for the last 139 years, 

faithful priests and lay people have made sure would never be 

missed in the parish community of St Martin. 
 

So far, we have also been able to remain faithful to another 

characteristic of this community: its attention to the weak and to 

their needs. This has been happening especially through people 

calling each other over the phone, making sure everybody has been 

coping with the lockdown, making sure everybody has access to 

basic provisions. Also, Emily and Jesse have kept the Community 

Kitchen well stocked, so much so that last Saturday we were able to  

stay open. My daughters and I – 

“armed” with masks and latex 

gloves – prepared generous 

bags of food while locked inside, 

and were then able to pass 

them, with a warm cup of soup, 

to our clients at the door across 

a counter made of two tables 

blocking the entrance. We hope 

to do the same next week and  
the next if we remain in good health. After that we are not sure 

whether Emily and Jesse will be able to guarantee more provisions, 

given that food suppliers are all struggling. 
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At the time of writing, we are all battling with the necessary 

constraints imposed on us by the national lockdown measures, and 

the isolation may become increasingly hard to bear for some. A time 

of “waiting” has begun, waiting for our dear ones affected by the 

virus to soon be declared healed, waiting for the number of cases to 

decrease, waiting for a vaccine or a cure, waiting for the pandemic 

to be over, waiting for some “normality” to return. While waiting, it 

may seem that God has abandoned us, and the words of the Psalm 

come to mind: “Why, O Lord, do You stand far off? Why do You hide 

Yourself in times of trouble?” (10.1). And I hear the words from a 

verse in Genesis, when Jacob, isolated, alone in the desert of Haran, 

had been sleeping rough, with just a stone under his head: “Then 

Jacob woke from his sleep and said, ‘Surely the Lord is in this place 

– and I did not know it’”. (28:16) 
 

Yours in the Risen Christ, 
 

Fr Nicholas 
 
  ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

At a time like this when our church is closed because of the coronavirus 

pandemic and we can feel very lonely and feel sometimes that even God has 

left us to get on with things by ourselves, it is important to remind ourselves of 

the power of prayer and the way God can use our prayers in the most 

unexpected ways. Brian Pearmain has sent in a true story that that illustrates 

this quite vividly. It concerns the time he and Val were living on their 

narrowboat touring the waterways of England and he has called it …. 
 

SUCCESS STORY 
 

One day in April 1998 we found ourselves stuck on the River 

Thames at Maidenhead – moored up and unable to move because 

the river was in flood. Next to us, equally stranded, was another 

narrowboat and we noticed in the window the Sign of the Fish – a 

secret symbol used by the early Christians to identify each other. In 

the middle of the rather crude fish-like image were the letters BCF. 

These, explained the boat’s owner, stood for the Boaters’ Christian 

Fellowship – an organisation formed to do just what it said on the 

label – to provide fellowship among people who shared a love of 

boating and a common faith. We were inspired by our new friend to 

join the Fellowship on the spot. But we were even more inspired by 

the story he told us about the formation of the group. 
 

Apparently less than three years before our encounter on the 

Thames two people in Derbyshire – a school teacher, Hazel, and her 
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boat builder husband Alan had had an idea that they felt had been 

implanted by God. They put an advert in a national waterways 

magazine asking if any boating Christians would be interested in 

getting together to share two of their great passions in life – their 

Christian faith and boats. Around a dozen replies were received, a 

meeting was held and then they did what all good church meetings 

are expected to do – they formed a committee. 
 

But what happened next was far from the expected. Hazel and 

Alan’s God-given idea spread like wildfire. People from all over the 

country (and abroad) – of all Christian denominations – with or 

without boats – applied to join and by the time we met our fellow 

boater at Maidenhead the Fellowship had grown so large that, only 

two years or so after that first meeting near Derby, the whole 

country had been divided into regions, each with its own leader and 

each group running its own activities. 
 

Now, over twenty years later, the Fellowship has a membership of 

over six hundred. Every year the AGM attracts more than two 

hundred people who exchange ideas and experiences and, above all, 

share in some wonderful worship. In recent years a convoy of BCF 

boats have joined together to undertake a mission each summer to 

towns along a chosen length of canal during which many boaters 

give up a fortnight’s holiday time to take part and a BCF stall often 

appears at major waterway festival across the country. And on top 

of all this the BCF produce a list of churches and chapels near the 

canals and rivers all across England. 
 

But the most valuable of all was the Fish Sign that we posted in a 

window of our narrowboat. It led to some memorable meetings and 

lasting friendships with fellow Christian boaters (and some 

interesting discussions with non-Christians!) as we wandered along 

on our way. 
 

And this all began with the prayers and faith of two people Hazel 

and Alan. A few years later we met with them personally and were 

privileged to come to know them as friends. They are both very 

loving but ordinary good-living Christian folk who are still in awe of 

the way God the Holy Spirit has used them to such tremendous 

effect. I am glad to say that, after all these stunning events they 

remain their old humble selves to this day. But they are also an 

inspiration to all Christians everywhere, whether we are boaters or 

not, as to the way God can do wonderful things with us even in the 

most discouraging situations like ours at this time All we need is a 

lot of prayer – and a whole lot of faith. 
             Brian Pearmain 



 9 

News 
 

Holy Week & Easter 2020 
 

  
Palm Sunday Good Friday 

Holy Week & Easter 2020 still happened if in a different way to our 

normal observations and celebrations.  

Palm Sunday was celebrated by Fr Nicholas at home at our normal 

service time of 10am on 5th April but without shouts of hosanna or 

procession. 

Maundy Thursday was celebrated by Fr Nicholas with a Eucharist 

at home and by Revd Jane with an evening Watch in her study 

which she described as having a true feeling of praying in the 

company of many Christians around the country at that time.  

On Good Friday we were invited to light 

a candle and say a prayer at 12:00 noon 

to spiritually join together with all our 

local Christian communities whom we 

especially know through Churches 

Together. I got creative at home and 

made a small version of an Easter Garden 

with the green hill / tomb made out of a 

cardboard box covered with tissue paper. 

Flower arranging oasis was used to keep 

the crosses in place covered with moss 

from the garden at their bases. Jesus was 

placed in his linen in the tomb and a 

large stone placed across the entrance.  
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 dawn at Matthew’s garden 

 
dawn looking over to St 

Martin’s church 

Easter Sunday: church porch                                      
On Easter Sunday Fr Nicholas blessed the 

Easter candle for 2020 and placed it in our 

church porch. As dawn rose Revd Jane 

sang the Exultet with the dawn chorus as 

an accompaniment and Church Organist 

Matthew Lazenby, Church Secretary Sue 

Bain and myself were also all awake and up 

in our respective houses / gardens to see in 

the dawn. Sue lit a candle, joined in with 

the suggested prayer: "Christ yesterday 

and today, the Beginning and the End, 

Alpha and Omega, all time belongs to Him 

and all ages; to Him be glory and power, 

through every age and for ever. Amen" and 
 

she also read an appropriate passage from the 

Bible. She described seeing a beautiful sunrise 

and hearing a lovely dawn chorus. Matthew  

admitted to it being “thoroughly unnatural” to 

be up at that time but he too lit a candle, 

followed the liturgy and remarked on how nice 

it was to hear the birdsong. I lit a candle, 

recited the prayer, put on my favourite Easter 

hymns and rejuvenated the Easter Garden I 

had made with stone rolled away and Jesus 

gone but linen cloth remaining. I added 

colourful flowers & crosses as a mark of joy.  
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At 10.00am Fr Nicholas celebrated the Easter Eucharist in 

communion with us all. Revd Colin also celebrated in his own 

dwelling by reading the lessons and Gospel and meditating. He 

marvelled that “after all these years, it is surprising how rereading 

the familiar words still allows particular phrases to jump out and 

come home. Sometimes, it is something that is quite new. Other 

times, something that was forgotten.” Maureen Idle explained how 

she held her own service: “I put a white cloth on my coffee table 

and then placed on it a candle and a lovely orchid plant bought for 

me for Mothers’ Day. I read out loud from the Bible the Easter story, 

said Easter prayers and also sang some Easter hymns. Although I 

was not in church it felt quite spiritual.” Both Maureen and I later 

watched the Easter service broadcast online by the Archbishop of 

Canterbury. I’m sure many of you also celebrated Easter by joining 

in virtual services, watching Songs of Praise on Television or by 

holding your own reflections / celebrations around your dining 

tables. Holy Week & Easter 2020 will always be remembered, not 

because it was cancelled but because we all had to get creative in 

our observation of it - something we might have done physically 

apart yet very much spiritually together. Amen to that.  
                 Helen Sanders 
 

  

Cherry blossom for the Maundy Thursday          Hymn book at the ready at 

watch at Revd Jane’s house                                 organist Matthew’s house 
 

 

From the Registers 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

     Funerals: 16/03/2020 – Jordan Moore 

                             20/03/2020 - Eileen Walwyn 
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From All Souls 
 

“The glory of the star, the glory of the sun – we must not lose either 

in the other. We must not be so full of the hope of heaven that we 

cannot do our work on the earth; we must not be so lost in the work 

on the earth, that we shall not be inspired by the hope of heaven” 
 

These words on hope were written by Right Revered Phillips Brooks, 

an American Episcopalian priest and bishop who lived between 1835 

–1893. He was well respected, having a leading role in the church in 

Boston at that time. He is also is remembered for writing the words 

for ‘O Little Town of Bethlehem’ 
 

Hope is what is in our hearts at present during this Covid-19 

epidemic. Hope for our friends and families, hope for those who 

are working in the NHS that they stay safe, hope for all those who 

are serving us, providing food and the many others resources that 

ensure our society continues to operate as normally as possible. 
 

If we look in a thesaurus there are many words which are given for 

hope –to name but a few – aspiration, desire, wish, expectation, 

aim. Looking at these:- we aspire to do as much as we can to 

alleviate suffering and bring assurance to one another, our desire is 

that all will be well in our world, our wish is that those close to us 

will stay well and obey all the demands that are being made, our 

expectation is that this epidemic will be over and we will get back to 

our everyday lives and the aims that we have, are that we care and 

look after all those in need. Of course, we are all wondering what 

life will be like when all this is finally over and one hope will be that 

we continue to show the community spirit, the caring and the 

concern for others that has been manifest so far. 
 

And finally the words of St Paul to the people of Rome:- 
 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust 

him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy 

Spirit” 
 

Ann Nicholl 

Reader and Church Warden 
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News 
 

Where to Worship?  
 

The woman at the well famously discussed with Jesus where was 

the right place to worship (John 4:19-24). Which mountain was the 

right one, the Temple Mount of Moriah in Jerusalem according to 

Judaism or Mount Gerizim according to Samaritanism? In this time 

with the Covid-19 coronavirus pandemic when church services have 

been put on hold, where should we go to worship?  

I know from my own experience that I feel closest to God when I 

am in my garden or out running or walking across the fields near 

my home. I can praise, pray, grieve and argue with Jesus as I feel 

the wind on my face and mud beneath my feet.  

Connecting with God and being inspired to praise Him can be much 

easier in nature. Many people of no or little faith will talk of the awe 

and wonder of a sunset, a forest glade or the intricacy of a flower or 

beetle. Indeed the whole of the cosmos has been made by and for 

Jesus (Colossians 1:16).  

So it should not surprise us to find ourselves draw into worship 

when we are in nature. Indeed all of the rest of the created order is 

praising God all of the time, not by choice as we do, but because it 

has been created to do so. The birds sing God’s praises, the trees 

lift their branches in adoration and the flowers lift their heads in 

love. 

 In this time of self-isolation, when we need to keep our physical 

distance to keep ourselves and others safe, we still can join with the 

whole communion of creation in worship. For some this may mean 

looking out the window or taking some time in the garden, for 

others, this could be going for a walk or getting to the park.  

But what next? How can we turn a walk in the park into a journey of 

worship?  

1. Join in. Take time to notice nature. See how it is revering 

Jesus, its maker. Join in with your own praise and adoration, either 

silently or out loud (with physical distancing, this may be less 

embarrassing!). You can use the words of the Psalmists, hymns, 

liturgy or your own words as the Holy Spirit prompts you.  

2. Give thanks. Find 5 or 10 things that you can show 

gratitude to Jesus for in your surroundings. Remember that we are 

all completely depended on our relationship with creation for our 

everyday needs: air, water, food, mental health etc. And therefore, 

dependent upon our creator God.  
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3. Intercede. Surrounded by the beauty and creativity of 

nature, the shortcomings of humanity are often clearer, but so also 

in the power and timelessness of God. Bring before Him your own 

concerns and the needs of the natural world, suffering from our 

misuse and abuse.  

4. Be tactile. When we are having to be careful about our 

person to person contact, taking time to touch and connect with 

other parts of God’s creation can be enriching. Feel a sticky bud of a 

horse chestnut tree, smell a bluebell, let a woodlouse walk across 

your hand. (Be mindful of not touching surfaces than others may 

have touched). Rowan Williams once wrote, “Receive the word of 

God. Go for a walk. Get wet. Dig the earth.”  

5. Let the joy flow. God’s character is displayed in nature: 

good, creative, generous, humours and fun. Allow yourself to be 

playful in nature. Use a spotters guide, challenge a friend to a bird 

watching competition, play Pooh sticks, run and skip!  
 

You may find it helpful to use outdoor prayer resources, such as 

those from the Sanctuary Centre 

www.thesanctuarycentre.org/resources/prayer-stations-god-

revealed-in-creation.pdf  
 

Paul saw how Jesus has revealed himself as creator and redeemer, 

writing in Romans 1:20 “For ever since the world was created, 

people have seen the earth and sky. Through everything God made, 

they can clearly see his invisible qualities—his eternal power and 

divine nature. So they have no excuse for not knowing God.”  

Our church doors may be closed, but God’s sacred house is the 

whole of His creation and we can all find Him there.  
 

Jemima Parker, Leeds Diocesan Environment Officer 
 

Eco top tips: May – In the utility room 
1. When using a washing machine ensure there is a full load and turn down 

the temperature. Heating the water to higher temperatures uses more 

energy. 

2. Electric tumble dryers use energy. If it’s a nice day dry your clothes 

outside. In the winter most drying is done by the wind, so check the 

forecast for wind days and nights as you can hang washing overnight (as 

there is no dew in the winter). 

3. Irons use a lot of electricity to get hot – only iron clothes that really need it. 

4. Cut up old clothes or sheets that you were going to throw out, to use as 

cloths for cleaning jobs rather than buying new cleaning cloths.  

http://www.thesanctuarycentre.org/resources/prayer-stations-god-revealed-in-creation.pdf
http://www.thesanctuarycentre.org/resources/prayer-stations-god-revealed-in-creation.pdf
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Regulars 
 

Mothers’ Union 
 

The origins of Mothering Sunday go back to the Middle 

Ages when on the fourth Sunday of Lent servant girls 

were allowed home to visit their mothers and the 

churches where they had been baptised. Flowers and 

gifts were given just as we do today. 
 

 

Over the years of course it has also become a secular celebration – 

Mother’s Day. But as Christians we remember and give thanks for 

Mother Church, Mary the mother of Jesus who gave us such a fine 

example, for Mother Earth and her bounteous gifts – as well as for 

our own mothers. 
 

We also give thanks for all “mother figures” remembering 

Grandmothers, adoptive mothers and foster mums. Whether a birth 

mother or not, a true mother is one who loves and nurtures 

unconditionally and eventually allows her child to fly the nest to 

become their own adult person. 
 

What a difference a year makes! Although we were unable to share 

our special Sunday in church together we were united in our hearts 

to give thanks, safe in the knowledge that our heavenly Father 

knows our fears and hopes for the future. As David Hockney said, 

“We can’t cancel Spring!” So neither can we cancel God’s love and 

grace. 
 

So HAPPY BELATED MOTHERING SUNDAY ! 

 

Prayer: 

Father God, we give thanks for 

all mothers and mother figures. 

We pray for grace to be mindful 

of others, to be extra kind and 

understanding of others’ 

circumstances – especially those 

mothers and their children who 

are living in abusive and 

unhappy homes during this time 

of self-isolation. Lord, hear us.  

Amen 

 

 

        Val Pearmain 
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Articles 
 

NOT ROCKET SCIENCE 

  

An article by Erik Varden, abbot of Mount Saint Bernard Abbey in 

Leicestershire, first published in The Tablet: The International 

Catholic News Weekly, 25 May 2019, p.6. Reproduced with 

permission of the Publisher. Website address: 

http://www.thetablet.co.uk 

 

… In mid afternoon on 16 July 1969, a spacecraft named Apollo 11 

was launched from the Kennedy Space Center in Florida, entering 

earth’s orbit after 12 minutes. Three days later Apollo 11 passed 

behind the moon and entered the lunar orbit.  
 

On 21 July, at around the time when Cistercians rise for 

Vigils, the astronaut, Neil Armstrong, opened the spacecraft’s door 

and set foot, the first man in history to do so, on the surface of the 

moon. In a thoughtful phrase, he remarked that his small step was 

“a giant leap for humankind’’.  
 

The mission, which has left its mark on our consciousness, 

was a scientific triumph. But for our theological imagination, it was a 

disaster. It especially confused our notion of the Lord’s Ascension. 

The readings set for the liturgical solemnity culminate in these 

words: “Now, as he blessed them he withdrew from them and was 

carried up to heaven.” For us, who live in the wake of the 1969 

lunar mission, it is almost impossible to hear them without seeing 

before our mind’s eye the Apollo rocket fired off from Camp 

Kennedy.  
 

If we stay within the logic of the image, we are faced with 

massive conundrums. If Christ took off from earth in that sort of 

way, where did he go? Is heaven a place out there beyond the 

galaxies, a place we might reach by our own endeavours one day, 

given adequate technical know-how? Or was Jesus transported 

straight to the Father’s bosom? If so, divine realities being 

immaterial, was he transformed from a person with a body to a 

purely spiritual being in mid air? 

  

YOU MAY SNEER at these rhetorical questions. You may think I am 

trying to be funny. I am not. Too often have I seen and heard the 

Ascension represented on the basis of such assumptions. The feast 

calls forth quite absurd associations. I dare say that is why so many 

http://www.thetablet.co.uk/
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do not know what to make of the Ascension. It seems too much like 

a cartoon solemnity, a feast one cannot take entirely seriously, one 

of those occasions when faith requires more than is reasonable.  
 

As it happens, Scripture provides two accounts of the 

Ascension by the same author. St Luke informs us that he was not 

an eyewitness to the life of Christ, but that he had carefully 

interviewed eyewitnesses, and he collates their testimonies in a 

coherent narrative that grows in subtlety as, little by little, he comes 

to understand his sources better. The account I have cited (“as he 

blessed them he was carried up to heaven”) comes from his gospel 

(Luke 24:51). It is instructive to compare it with the later Lucan 

account in that gospel’s sequel, the Acts of the Apostles. The 

passage is read to us at Mass on Ascension Thursday. It recounts 

how, with the Apostles looking on, Jesus “was lifted up, and a cloud 

took him out of their sight” (Acts 1:9). No longer is it suggested that 

the Lord shot into the firmament. No; “a cloud took him”.  

 

IN THE BIBLE, a cloud is not just something to do with the 

weather. When Israel walked out of Egypt, “the Lord went before 

them by day in a pillar of cloud” (Exodus 13:21). The cloud was a 

sign that God was in their midst. When Moses scaled Sinai to stand 

before God, the Lord descended in a cloud. It was likewise in a cloud 

that, later, he filled the tent of meeting with his presence. By the 

book of Numbers, the cloud has become an established symbol of 

God’s nearness. This connection is further developed in the 

historical books. What happens when the temple in Jerusalem is 

finished, the building work all done? What makes a mere monument 

into a sanctuary? At the moment of dedication, “a cloud filled the 

house of the Lord, so that the priests could not stand to minister 

because of the cloud; for the glory of the Lord filled the house of 

God” (2 Chronicles 5:13-14). The cloud is glory. The glory is 

presence. It tells us that the Lord, the Father of all, is there.  
 

Read in this light, the Ascension story is not only less 

perplexing, it is very much more attractive and mysterious. The 

conclusion of Christ’s earthly ministry turns out to be continuous 

with a long history of divine self-revelation. It is a moment of 

epiphany. In terms of Christ’s career, the Ascension cloud recalls 

the cloud that covered the Mount of Transfiguration, from which the 

Father’s voice announced, “This is my Son, my Beloved” (Luke 

9:35). It points forward, too, to the Lord’s definitive coming at the 

end of history. Luke gives us the very words of Jesus. Speaking of 
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trials to come, he assures his disciples that they will see “the Son of 

Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory” (Luke 21:27). 

On that day, the cloud will announce the completion of time.  
 

The message of the Ascension is not that Christ vanishes 

beyond earth’s orbit, but that he enters the Father’s glory, which is 

set to fill the earth (Numbers 14:21) by way of preparation for the 

glory of eternity. This prospective aspect of the Ascension made it 

central to early Christian thought and practice, splendidly evidenced 

in the illustration … from the Rabbula Evangeliary, a sixth-century 

Syriac manuscript. The cloud is transmuted into a nimbus of 

gorgeous imperial purple, a symbol of the majesty arraying Christ 

as he rides in the chariot Ezekiel saw, drawn by the four living 

creatures – ox, eagle, lion, man – that, by Rabbula’s day, had lent 

their features to the evangelists. Worshipping angels acknowledge 

Christ’s kingship by offering him crowns, while the Spirit’s 

attributes, wind and fire, rush through the firmament in almost 

perceptible movement, a whoosh carrying across 15 centuries. 

There is a wonderful vitality to this scene, with everyone’s attention 

focused on the same object of longing and love. The Virgin is no 

exception, though so interior is she that she ponders everything “in 

her heart” (Luke 2:51). Christ, erect, presides over the cosmos, his 

right hand raised in blessing, his left propping up the unhinged door 

of hell. With time, this image would metamorphose into the seated 

Pantocrator we know from the apses of Byzantine basilicas, a motif 

representing the Ascension, as it were, by implication.  
 

TO PREPARE for the Nativity of Christ, the Church invokes him with 

the words, “O Oriens”. The early Christians expected his second 

coming, too, from the East. That was the reason for their orientation 

in prayer. They turned east to enact their certainty, derived from 

the Ascension, that Christ will come again, that history has a goal, 

that the universe awaits fulfilment. Look closely at Rabbula’s 

illumination and you will see that the sun and moon are not 

impersonal fixtures but endowed with faces, parts of an intentional 

creation directed towards its maker.  
 

It is impressive to note that the mere mention of 

“orientation” nowadays, instead of enflaming contemplative 

yearning, is likely to provoke the crossfire of liturgical guerrilleros; 

that we, unlike Rabbula’s Christians, readily point fingers at each 

other, but rarely heavenward; that the cloud in which Christ, to this 

day, reveals his presence is apt to pass us by unnoticed, blinded as 

we are by pollutant polemics that fill the Church like smog; that we 
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view the world around us (including, now, the moon) as mere 

matter for exploitation, not as a significant whole that indicates 

God’s promise.       
 

Are we alive with the eschatological tension that set our Christian 

ancestors’ hearts on fire, inspiring them to perceive Christ’s 

Ascension, not as a barrier, but as an opened door by which eternity 

and time meet in a burning, infinitely desirable embrace? Should the 

answer be no, it is small wonder that we are prone to turn in on 

ourselves and fall out with one another. In the Collect for the 

Ascension we pray that as Christ, by his promise, “remains with us 

on earth, we might be made worthy to live with him in heaven”. The 

Ascension represents a call to conversion, to turn round together – 

an orienting call. 
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We do not anticipate there being any church services held in May so 

the rotas have been withheld for now. Below is the list of readings 

for each Sunday and for Ascension Day for your personal reference. 
 

 

Readings 
 

   

May 3rd                 Genesis 7  

 Acts 2:42-end  

 John 10:1-10  

   

May 10th  Genesis 8:1-19  

  Acts 7:55-end  

 John 14:1-14  

   

May 17th        Genesis 8:20-9:17  

 Acts 17:22-31  

 John 14:15-21  

   

May 21st – Ascension Day Daniel 7:9-14  

 Acts 1:1-11  

 Luke 24:44-end  

   

May 24th          Ezekiel 36:24-28  

 Acts 1:6-14  

 John 17:1-11  

   

May 31st  Numbers 11:24-30  

 Acts 2:1-21  

 John 20:19-23  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

100 Club (drawn in church on 3rd Sunday of the month) 
 

March winners: 
 

1st prize: £60: J Baxter 

2nd prize: £20: A & I Knox 

3rd prize: £10: E Forbes 

For a chance to win these 

monthly prizes you just need to 

pay an annual fee of £60 to join 

the 100 Club- see Maddy or 

Carrie. 
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Transport 
 

Would you like to come to Church services but 

cannot get here by yourself? Please let us know and 

we will try to come up with a way of getting you here 

to worship with us. 
 

 

Community Kitchen 
 
“For I was hungry and you gave me 
something to eat, I was thirsty and you 

gave me something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you invited me in” 
(Matthew 25:35) 
 

Started in July 2014, The 

Community Kitchen is open on 

Saturdays from 12.00 to 2.00pm. A 

free three course meal of soup, a 

main course and dessert is normally 

provided. Tea, coffee and fruit 

juices are also served. 

 
 

 

 

St Martin’s Institute 
St Martin’s View, LS7 3LA 
 

St Martin’s Institute is a very large 

venue offering facilities for private 

functions, meetings or groups for 

the local community at very 

reasonable rates. 

For further information please call 

07526 072381 
 

Advertise in St Martin’s magazine: 
¼ page - £30 p.a.    ½ page - £60 p.a    Full page - £100 p.a. 

Email: advertise@stmartinleeds.org.uk 
 

Donate to St Martin’s Church & projects 
Via the Donate button on our homepage: www.stmartinleeds.org.uk 

 


